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Sunday School for all ages at 9:30 A.M. 700 Poyntz Avenue 
Sunday Worship at 10:45 A.M. Manhattan, Kansas  66502 
Second Helping Dinner at 5:15 P.M.  telephone 785-537-7006 
Thursday Evening Taizé at 7:00 P.M. www.uccmanhattan.org  

 

A.E.A.E.A.E.A.E.    
It is the day after Easter as I write this, and I am keenly aware 

of why many church offices are closed today.  I want to savor 
yesterday.  If you were there, you know what I mean.  First, there 
was the music—it wouldn’t be Easter without it.  The First 
Congregational Brass Ensemble, numbering eight this Easter, 
proclaimed resurrection from the balcony in ways that could not be 
ignored.  Thank you, Jim Lewis, for your organizational and 
arranging skills and for leading this group.  And thank you to each 
member of the ensemble for giving of your time and talent.   

Then there was more music, ably led by organist Bill Pugh, 
choir director Gretchen Lewis, and our choir.  Spring break may 
have diminished the choir’s numbers a bit, but they made room for 
me in the bass section, and made joyful noise throughout the 
morning.  What would “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” be 
without at least two descants?  And thank you to everyone in the 
congregation who sang so as to make the organ and brass hard to 
hear!   [continued p. 2] 
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Did I forget to mention breakfast?  Easter is always the best 
breakfast of the year for me—sampling as many potluck treats as 
manners and plate size allow.  Maybe we should do breakfast more 
often.  What do you think?  Thanks go to the Board of Christian 
Education for organizing and to many more who helped with 
serving and cleaning up.   

The youth organized the post-worship egg hunt for the 
children which seemed to leave every child with a bulging sack of 
goodies.  At least one egg from last year was discovered—not a 
pretty discovery after a year of rain and bugs, but it made for a 
good story.   

Thanks go to Martha Miller, Jerry and Sharyl Reynard, and Jo 
Foy for their work in making the worship space a visual and 
olfactory experience of Easter, and thank you to all who gave the 
lilies that graced the celebration.  Thanks also to intrepid ladder 
men Jim Hodgson and Bill Pugh who saw to it that our new “Still 
Speaking” banner was installed outside the building in time for 
Holy Week.   

While we are on the subject, thank you to Jeff Keller and Jim 
Hodgson for delicious soup at the Maundy Thursday supper, and to 
Judy Davis for her annual gift of incredibly tasty homemade bread.   

After all of that, A.E. (after Easter) can be a letdown.  I would 
rather savor yesterday than be writing for the newsletter today.  
But the reality of Easter is that it is lived A.E.  Lived in a 
community of saints who go back to work and to life the next day 
with the reality of Easter as something to be lived and not just 
savored.  So today is not “Low Monday” and March 30 is not 
“Low Sunday.” 

In fact, March 30, the Second Sunday of Easter is Open and 
Affirming Sunday, celebrating 5 years of proclaiming a gospel of 
inclusion.  April 6, the Third Sunday of Easter is Camp White 
Sunday—celebrating outdoor ministry at White Memorial Camp 
and Conference Center.  So with Christ on the loose and Easter in 
our souls, may we live A.E. as those alive in Christ.   
Grace & Peace,  
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Sharing and CaringSharing and CaringSharing and CaringSharing and Caring    
PrayPrayPrayPrayers and Concernsers and Concernsers and Concernsers and Concerns 
These items are not viewable on this website.  Please call 
the church office for further information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank YouThank YouThank YouThank You    
• To all those I missed in my column on the preceding pages, 

Thank you and my apologies.  –Pastor Kent 

HelpingHelpingHelpingHelping    
• Need a ride to church?  Contact one of our transportation 

volunteers:  Jim & Carolyn Hodgson, Bill Pallett,  
Jeff Keller, or Mike & Martha Miller. 
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Inquirer’s Lunches Sundays  
March 30 and April 6  
following Worship 
Join us for lunch and learn more about 

First Congregational UCC.  Child care 

is provided.  No reservations needed.  

We will conclude at about 2:00 P.M. 

The Board of Deacons will sponsor Inquirer’s Lunch events 
following worship on March 30 and April 6.  If you want to learn 
more about this congregation, explore membership in this church, 
or are just curious and want to meet others on a more personal 
basis, we hope you will attend.  Lunch is on us, and child care will 
be available.  Each event will begin at about 12:15 with lunch in 
Pioneer Hall and continue until about 2:00 P.M.  We hope you can 
attend both Sundays, but it’s also fine if you can only make one of 
the dates.  Please join us for lunch.   

News from Boards & CommitteesNews from Boards & CommitteesNews from Boards & CommitteesNews from Boards & Committees    

Save the DateSave the DateSave the DateSave the Date————    
Expand your Stewardship Horizons  Expand your Stewardship Horizons  Expand your Stewardship Horizons  Expand your Stewardship Horizons      
Dinner and a Presentation Tuesday April 8  
at 5:30 P.M. in Blachly Hall 
People choose to make charitable gifts for a variety or reasons, 
primary of which is a desire to support work they believe in.  
Giving can also provide benefits to you.  First Congregational is 
exceedingly grateful for the inspired generosity of its members and 
friends in years past.  Your support is vital in continuing the work 
of First Congregational UCC in all its settings.  Please join us for 
dinner and a brief presentation on ways to perpetually support our 
church and its mission.  —The Gifts and Endowments Committee  
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Ready Set Grow  Ready Set Grow  Ready Set Grow  Ready Set Grow  Members of our Vitality Team, Kerri 
Keller, Jean Hill, Craig Weston, and Kent Cormack are going to a 
national “Ready Set Grow” church vitality workshop at the UCC 
Church House in Cleveland, Ohio, on April 4 and 5.     

    

Tower Chime Update 
 
 The March 15th & 22nd workshops were evidently victims of 
Spring Break.  There were no workers on the 15th, but Sean 
Weston worked on the 22nd. 

 Dave Sauer and Bill Pugh 
have finished installing the 
conduit from the equipment 
room in the basement to the 
chime loft.   

 Jean Hill and Burke & 
Margery Bayer have donated 
two of the six legs for the 
chime rack, so four legs are 
still available for adoption.  
You can be “a pillar of the 

church” by giving $125.00 for one of the six inch square by ten 
foot long kiln dried timbers. 

 If you have a free morning or afternoon any time during the 
week and would like to help with the restoration of the strikers, 
call Bill at 537-7006. 

 

Saturday Morning Work PartiesSaturday Morning Work PartiesSaturday Morning Work PartiesSaturday Morning Work Parties    
March 29th and April 5th, 12th, & 19th 

Top Rung Tower Chime shop at 902 Fair Lane 
Most of the remaining work is relatively clean & light 
Once the timbers arrive, we will need woodworkers! 

Dave Sauer & conduit in the 
Andover ceiling 
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Biblical Self-
Defense 

Workshop 
Saturday, March 29, 2008 

1:00 to 5:00 P.M. 
at First Congregational UCC 

Presenter: Rev. Tim Brown, 

National Coordinator for Youth 

and Young Adults, UCC Coalition for LGBT Concerns.   
Too often, the religious right misuses a few passages from the 
Bible to justify the oppression of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender people.  Too often, 
young people do not know how to respond to 
these texts, what they really mean, or what their 
contexts are.  As a result, any conversation with 
the religious right, be it in person or in society, 
can become an invitation to an LGBT person to 
feel poorly about him/herself, or can prevent allies 
from speaking up.  This workshop analyzes each 
of the so-called “slammer passages” in detail, removing the fear 
they sometimes can instill.  Included will be examination of 
contexts and translations.  The workshop also empowers young 
people to feel positively about the combination of being LGBT and 
a person of faith, no matter the faith, by looking at other passages 
from both testaments.  
 

ONA Sunday March 30, 2008 

Come and join us as we celebrate becoming an Open and 

Affirming Congregation.  2008 marks our 5th Anniversary 

of proclaiming Gods extravagant welcome as an ONA 

congregation.   

 STOP 
 HATE 
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Women of the ChurchWomen of the ChurchWomen of the ChurchWomen of the Church    
Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch BunchBunchBunchBunch  April 2, 2008 April 2, 2008 April 2, 2008 April 2, 2008     
Lunch Bunch will meet at the Home of Atina 
and Jerry Hanna at 11:30 A.M.  The Hannas 
live at 815 Wildcat Ridge (two blocks behind 
the KSU Foundation / former Farm Bureau 
building on Anderson Avenue).  A light 
buffet will be provided.  All are welcome. 

    
North CentNorth CentNorth CentNorth Central Association Sral Association Sral Association Sral Association Spring Meeting pring Meeting pring Meeting pring Meeting     
April 5 at April 5 at April 5 at April 5 at White Memorial CampWhite Memorial CampWhite Memorial CampWhite Memorial Camp   
Delegates and visitors, the spring meeting will be Saturday April 
5, 2008.  Registration starts at 9:30 A.M. and is followed by a 
business meeting & worship at 10:00.  Lunch will be served at 
noon.  There are optional camp tours following lunch.  We 
encourage “camp builders” to attend & share their experiences of 
building Camp White.  The registration fee of $7.00 per person 
includes lunch.  If you are interested in attending, please RSVP to 
Judy Ahrens no later than April 1, 2008 (no joke).  Questions may 
be directed to Judy Ahrens, Association Registrar 537-7006. 

 

 
 
 

Additions to the Lost & FoundAdditions to the Lost & FoundAdditions to the Lost & FoundAdditions to the Lost & Found    
Recently a small key with a black plastic top has been found.   

From beneath the melting snow a very small grey glove and a 
purple glove have resurfaced. 

Please stop by the church office to see if you may have lost 
something—a pair of glasses (we have 4 pairs, actually), gloves, 
keys, or jewelry. 
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Out and About:  Notes from the Edge   by Jo Foy 
 By Rev. Nancy Wilson’s reckoning (OUR TRIBE) the 5th gift 
that gay, lesbian and transpeople bring to the Church is a new look 
– made in the image of God.  She shares a story about a gay men’s 
softball team in Minneapolis, The Altared Boys, wearing a t-shirt 
with the following slogan:  “Made in the Image of God–not 
necessarily Your Image of God!”  This same church had two 
lesbian softball teams in addition to the male team of punk 
haircuts, muscled bodies and earrings.  She adds, “Now it’s one 
thing to claim that God might actually tolerate or accept gay and 
lesbian people; it’s quite another to claim that people might be able 
to see God in and through us sometimes” (p. 85).  Rev. Wilson 
continues by sharing her experience of internalized homophobia 
within her own church—a primarily gay/lesbian/trans congregation 
in Los Angeles—where more conservative and evangelical 
members had great difficulty with the liturgy of a seminary intern 
using metaphorical language on All Saints Sunday.  The call to 
worship read, “O lesbian God, O gay and gracious God . . .” (p. 
86).  Within her congregation at the time, the more conservative 
and evangelical members were just fine with comparing God to a 
rock or a tree, but to call God lesbian was considered blasphemy; 
much of this criticism came from lesbians themselves.  Adapting 
the language of our childhood churches to our contemporary needs 
is scary at times.  For gay/lesbian/trans people who have been 
churched in congregations where homosexuality was preached as a 
sin (and no exceptions allowed for committed, consenting adults) 
the idea that we matter in God’s world is a new thought.  May we 
who claim a still-speaking God find the ways to hear Her word and 
speak Her thoughts in radically inclusive moments. 

 
 
Rainbow TableRainbow TableRainbow TableRainbow Table April 19 April 19 April 19 April 19            
The next Rainbow Table gathering will be April 19.  
Watch for details in the next newsletter.   
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Christian EducationChristian EducationChristian EducationChristian Education 

AcolyteAcolyteAcolyteAcolyte Recognition This Sunday Recognition This Sunday Recognition This Sunday Recognition This Sunday            
On Sunday March 30, at 10:45 A.M. we will be honoring Ben & 
Nick Clark, Sina Hanna, Nicki Keller, Josh Manning, Simone 
Buelow, Jonathan Vogel, and Kyle Weston for completion of their 
Acolyte training.   

Camp White SundayCamp White SundayCamp White SundayCamp White Sunday::::    April 6  April 6  April 6  April 6  The Rev. Ira Williams, 
Director of Camp White will be our guest preacher and will have a 
display at fellowship hour.  He will also be giving a short Sunday 
School lesson to the Children's classes at 9:30 A.M.  Parents are 
invited to join us downstairs in Andover Hall to get some answers 
to questions they may have about camp for children. 

Bible StudyBible StudyBible StudyBible Study    Nursery care is provided during the Thursday 
evening Bible Study.  Please contact the church office if you will 
not be attending so we can contact the nursery attendants. 

Adult Class:Adult Class:Adult Class:Adult Class:  

The House  
of the Lord 
Our series continues this Sunday with 
the building boom that follows the 
conversion of the Emperor Constantine.  
With the edict in 313 A.D. that declared 
that Christianity would be officially 
tolerated by the Roman Empire, church 

buildings as public buildings become a possibility.  The remaining 
years of the fourth century can be said to have shaped the church 
and its buildings ever since.  In future sessions we will examine the 
emergence of “styles” of church architecture (such as Romanesque 
and Gothic) as expressions of both the faith and the practical needs 
of their builders.  Join us at 9:30 in the Holywood Theater (2nd 
floor).  The series will continue through April 20.   
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Worship & Worship & Worship & Worship & CCCChurch Volunteershurch Volunteershurch Volunteershurch Volunteers    

March 30March 30March 30March 30, 2008, 2008, 2008, 2008                                                

Sanctuary Flowers... Geneva Denholm 
Greeters .................... Jan Lange and Brent Maner 
Scripture Reader ..... Ellen Logan 
Word for Children .. Angela Hubler 
Acolytes .................... Jonathan Vogel and Joshua Manning 
Sunday School.......... Ellen Logan / Grizelda MacDonald, 

Jeff Keller and Jerry Hanna  
Fellowship Hour ...... Atina and Jerry Hanna 
Snow Removal ......... Jim Fuller (through April 5) 

April 6April 6April 6April 6, 2008, 2008, 2008, 2008                                                

Sanctuary Flowers... Margery Bayer 
Greeters .................... Duane Kiefer & Chris Hogan and  

Bill & Linda Richter 
Scripture Reader ..... Brent Maner 
Word for Children .. Tracey Weston 
Acolytes ....................  
Sunday School.......... Ellen Logan / Grizelda MacDonald, 

Jeff Keller and Jerry Hanna  
Fellowship Hour ...... Carolyn & Jim Hodgson 
Snow Removal ......... Donna Keyser (through April 12) 

April 13April 13April 13April 13, 2008, 2008, 2008, 2008                                                

Sanctuary Flowers... Jim & Marian Fuller 
Greeters .................... Angela Hubler and Brent Maner 
Scripture Reader ..... Angela Hubler 
Word for Children .. Bill Pugh 
Acolytes ....................  
Sunday School.......... Ellen Logan / Grizelda MacDonald, 

Jeff Keller and Jerry Hanna  
Fellowship Hour ...... Kathy Bleam 
Snow Removal ......... volunteer needed (through April 19) 
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The The The The Second HelpingSecond HelpingSecond HelpingSecond Helping    
The Second Helping is a local mission of First 
Congregational UCC.  It serves a hot meal every 
Sunday evening and provides sack breakfast and 
lunch items to each guest.  To volunteer, contact 
Mandy Strawn at 537-7006. 

March 30, 2008March 30, 2008March 30, 2008March 30, 2008                                                

Chief Cook ............... Paula Ford    
Volunteers ................ Alpha Kappa Psi 
Dessert ...................... Church 

April 6, 2008April 6, 2008April 6, 2008April 6, 2008                                                

Chief Cook ............... Duane Kiefer    
Volunteers ................ Ann Gleason, Cammie Lehman,  

Kathy Bleam, Christy Crenshaw and  
Chris Hogan 

Dessert ...................... Kay Sinnett 

April 13, 2008April 13, 2008April 13, 2008April 13, 2008                                                

Chief Cook ............... Gretchen Lewis    
Volunteers ................ Delta Sigma Theta and Ann Gleason 
Dessert ...................... Marian Fuller 
 
 
Introducing Introducing Introducing Introducing Mandy StrawnMandy StrawnMandy StrawnMandy Strawn    
New New New New Second Second Second Second Helping Volunteer CoordiatorHelping Volunteer CoordiatorHelping Volunteer CoordiatorHelping Volunteer Coordiator    
As we say goodbye and give thanks for Sandy O’Grady’s ministry, 
we celebrate that Mandy Strawn will be taking over the reigns of 
coordinating volunteers for the Second Helping program.  If you 
would like to volunteer, please contact Mandy at 537-7006. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1111    2222    
 
11:30  Lunch  
          Bunch 
 
7:00 Board  
        Meetings 

3333        
 
 
 
 

5:30 Bible Study 

7:00  Taizé 
 

4444        
9:00 Crisis Center 

         Meeting 

 

 

6:00 Storytime 

5555    
9:30 N.C Assn. 

 Spring Meeting    

6 6 6 6  Easter III Camp Sunday 
   8:30  Choir Rehearsal 
  9:30  Church School 
 10:45  Worship & Communion 
           Fill the Breadbasket    
 12:00  Fellowship Hour 
 12:15   Inquirer’s Lunch 

  5:15   Second Helping 

7777    8888    
 
 
5:30 Planned 

Giving Dinner & 

Presentation 

9999    
    
    

10101010    
 

 

5:30 Bible Study 

7:00  Taizé 

11111111    
9:00 Crisis Center 

         Meeting 

 

 

6:00 Storytime 

12121212    
 
10:00 N.C. Assn. 

         Church & 

         Ministry   
 
  

13131313  Easter IV 
   8:30  Choir Rehearsal 
  9:30  Church School 
 10:45  Worship     
 12:00  Fellowship Hour 

  5:15   Second Helping 

14141414    
 
 

12:00 Newsletter 

          Deadline 

 

3:00 AAUW 

       Dinner Prep 

15151515    
10:00 N.C. Assn.  
         Clergy 

 

 

7:00 P-FLAG 

16161616    
11:45 Manhattan  

    Ministers Assn. 

 

6:00 Vitality  

        Team 

7:30 Cabinet 

17171717    
 
 
 
5:30 Bible Study 
7:00  Taizé 

18181818    
9:00 Crisis Center 

         Meeting 

 

 

6:00 Storytime 

19191919    
    
 

 

Rainbow Table 

20202020         Easter V 
   8:30  Choir Rehearsal 
  9:30  Church School 
 10:45  Worship & Baptism    
 12:00  Fellowship Hour 

  5:15   Second Helping 

21212121    22222222    
    

23232323    24242424    
 
 
 
5:30 Bible Study 
7:00  Taizé 

25252525    
9:00 Crisis Center 

         Meeting 

 

 

6:00 Storytime 

26262626    

27272727      Easter V l 
   8:30  Choir Rehearsal 
  9:30  Church School 
 10:45  Worship     
 12:00  Fellowship Hour 

  5:15   Second Helping 

28282828    
 
 

12:00 Newsletter 

          Deadline 

29292929    30303030       



April 2April 2April 2April 2 Lunch Bunch 

  Board Meetings 

 

April 5April 5April 5April 5 N.C. Association Spring Meeting 

 

April 6April 6April 6April 6 Camp White Sunday 

  Fill the Breadbasket 

 

April 8April 8April 8April 8 Planned Giving Dinner 

 

April 14April 14April 14April 14 Newsletter Deadline 
  AAUW Dinner 

 

April 15April 15April 15April 15 PFLAG Meeting 
 

April 16April 16April 16April 16 Vitality Team Meeting 
  Cabinet Meeting 

 

April 19April 19April 19April 19 Rainbow Table 
 

April 28April 28April 28April 28 Newsletter Deadline   

 3 David Manning & Reta McDermott 

 8 David & Lois Sauer 

 17 James & Elise Dunnigan 

 23 Richard & Evelyn Keller 

3 Heath Harding 

3 Nicki Keller 

5 Minnie Oppenlander 

6 Krista Caffey 

9 Bill Richter 

9 Dale Brown 

12 Kara Burns 

15 Kate Schroeder 

19 Kelly Brown 

20 Melissa Jones 

20 Ken Schroeder 

20 Irva Gishwiller 

21 Tracey Weston 

22 Susan Scott 

23 Angela Hayes 

23 Leo Schell 

23 Chloe Weston 

23 Eirik Peterson 

25 Rachel Smit 

27 Joan McNeil 

29 Eli Logan 


