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Sunday School for all ages at 9:30 A.M. 700 Poyntz Avenue 

Sunday Worship at 10:45 A.M. Manhattan, Kansas  66502 

Second Helping Dinner at 5:15 P.M.  telephone 785-537-7006 

Thursday Evening Taizé at 7:00 P.M. www.uccmanhattan.org  

 

Are we ready!  Are we ready!  Are we ready!  Are we ready!  As you have probably heard, a 

group from our Church Vitality Team recently attended the 

“Ready, Set, Grow!” training session at the UCC headquarters in 

Cleveland. We learned about a sea of resources and strategies for 

church growth and vitality.    
 We heard extensively from Ron Buford, mastermind of the Still 

Speaking concept and ad campaign, about the notion of branding. 

One of the great accomplishments of this campaign has been to 

create a more identifiable brand for our denomination. Through 

radio, TV, and newspaper advertising, the distinctive and 

recognizable colors, and the phrases and graphics, people 

recognize our “brand,” and, if they’re paying attention at all, have 

some sense of what it represents. 

 This is important for local churches as well. Do people in our 

community know what we are about? What the “brand identity” of 

First Congregational Church in Manhattan is? What is our core 

business? How will we get this information out?   [continued p. 2] 
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 Does all of this sound a little crass and commercial to you? If so, you 
are not alone. I know that I have felt this way at times, but this session 

really helped get me over those concerns. 

 Most of us were born into American society in a time when the 

church held a very different place in our culture. “Everyone” had a 

church, whether they actually attended every Sunday or not. (Well, not 

everyone, of course. But if you weren’t Christian, that probably meant 

you were Jewish, or something really exotic.) “Everyone” belonged to 

their religious community, somehow, some way. 

 When “everyone” had a church, then our church could be mostly for 

us, serving mostly our needs. All the other churches could meet 

“everyone” else’s needs. People have now left the mainline 

denominations to become fundamentalists, or Quakers, or practitioners of 

Kabbalah—they have simply left, joining the “church alumni society.” 

(This, of course, assumes that they ever participated in church at all, 
which, for folks under, say, 35, is a huge assumption.) 

 Our church, as much as we love it, can’t be mostly for us and for 
serving our needs. The vitality of our congregation is a beautiful gift 

from God, but it is not just a gift to us. What, then, is our core business? 

How about overcoming alienation from God?. We have been called to 
extend God’s unconditional embrace and extravagant welcome not just 

to each other, but to our community and beyond—the good news is for 

all.  

 So then, again: how will we get the word out? I bet you already know 

the answer to this question. The vast majority of people who visit our 
church (or any church) do so because they have been personally invited 

by a member. If we want people to know about us, what our “brand 

identity” is, what our core business is, and what wonderful things God is 
doing in our faith community, then we need to start talking. 

 Are you a little spooked about this? Get in line. Consider it a 
challenge for your personal growth in faith. We have some wonderful 

printed resources available to help you know what to say to that friend, 

neighbor, new colleague, etc. I particularly recommend the “Are You 
Ready to Talk About Your Church” brochure. I do know for a fact that 

many of us are darn good talkers. So what are we waiting for? Are we 

ready? 

In Peace, 

Craig Weston 
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Sharing and CaringSharing and CaringSharing and CaringSharing and Caring    

Prayers and ConcernsPrayers and ConcernsPrayers and ConcernsPrayers and Concerns    
These items are not viewable on this website. 

Please call the church office for further information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HelpingHelpingHelpingHelping    
• Need a ride to church?  Contact one of our transportation 

volunteers:  Jim & Carolyn Hodgson, Bill Pallett,  

Jeff Keller, or Mike & Martha Miller. 

 

 

News from Boards & CommitteesNews from Boards & CommitteesNews from Boards & CommitteesNews from Boards & Committees    

Graduation  Graduation  Graduation  Graduation  There is still time to let us know if you have a 

graduate--high school, college, technical college, graduate school, 

or any other--please let the office know soon so we can properly 

honor him or her in worship on May 18 

    Thanks from Gretchen Lewis and the Board of Deacons 
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Hello fromHello fromHello fromHello from Germanz Germanz Germanz Germanz, 

where the Y and the Z kez are 

reversed!  There are eight in our K-O 

group, and this is our second of three 

nights at the church camp.  We are on 

the third floor of the 900 zear old 

castle.  Here in the lobbz, if I turn to 

the left, I can see the Rhine River and a wee bit of Swityerland. 

The land, the people, the weather, and "The Program" are all 

beautiful.  Todaz we visited Konstany; tomorrow is Freiburg.  

Wednesdaz Kent & I claim a rental car and head for Swityerland to 

see the village of mz mother´s father´s mother´s father, who 

imigrated to St.Louis. 

Kent tells me I am late for communion.  Auf wiedersehen! 

                  Bill Pugh 

 

Christian EducationChristian EducationChristian EducationChristian Education 

Bible StudyBible StudyBible StudyBible Study        Nursery care is provided during the Thursday 

evening Bible Study.  Please contact the church office if you will 

not be attending so we can contact the nursery attendants. 

4444----5555----6 6 6 6 Sunday SchoolSunday SchoolSunday SchoolSunday School  Pastor Kent will be meeting on May 

11 with Jerry Hanna’s fourth, fifth and sixth grade classes to talk 

about Holy Communion.   

Adult Class SchAdult Class SchAdult Class SchAdult Class Scheduleeduleeduleedule            
May 4  Habitat in El Salvador  

May 11  Spirituality 101  Lead by Mary Ray. 

May 18  EKU Baden  Kent Cormack and Bill Pugh share their 

experiences with our partner church in Baden, Germany.   

 



page  5 

Out and About:  Notes from the Edge   by Jo Foy 

Bishop Yvette A. Flunder in Where the Edge Gathers 

shares the following thoughts about cultural identity and 

vulnerability (p. 11). 

 

Often when someone is introduced to the 

possibility of being accepted in a Christian 

community, after being rejected for so long, there is 

a period of what I call cathartic vulnerability.  

During this time, people take every opportunity to 

tell their story, a story that has possibly been bottled 

up for years.  Stories of oppression, fear, guilt, self-

hatred, survival, and hope surfaces.  People 

compare scars.  When the stories begin to flow out 

of one experience to another, and from one person 

to another, similarities begin to emerge around 

which people can identify and community forms.  

Community then is a circle of open huts around a 

central welcoming table where everyone has a place 

to come to be healed.  There is no more need to put 

forth a pathetic half-hearted effort to be accepted; 

an individual’s seat at the table is not given in spite 

of who they are but because of who they are. 

 

Bishop Flunder speaks to the inherent dignity of all people seated 

at Christ’s table.  May we as Church receive this message of faith 

and hope in the Still-Speaking God. 

                  Jo Foy 

Women of the ChurchWomen of the ChurchWomen of the ChurchWomen of the Church    

Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch BunchBunchBunchBunch  May 7May 7May 7May 7, 2008 , 2008 , 2008 , 2008     
Lunch Bunch will meet at the Texas Star 

restaurant located at 608 N. 12
th
 Street.  The 

fun begins at 11:30 A.M.  All are welcome. 
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Worship & Worship & Worship & Worship & CCCChurch Volunteershurch Volunteershurch Volunteershurch Volunteers    

May 4, 2008May 4, 2008May 4, 2008May 4, 2008                                                

Sanctuary Flowers... Lauren Ritterbush 

Greeters .................... 4
th
 – 6

th
 Grade Classes 

Scripture Reader ..... Elliot Stevens 

Word for Children .. Atina Hanna 

Acolytes .................... Jonathan Vogel, Josh Manning 

Sunday School.......... Grizelda MacDonald, Jeff Keller  

and Jerry Hanna 

Fellowship Hour ...... Kathy Bleam 

Lawn Mowing .......... Al Cochran (through May 10) 

May 11May 11May 11May 11, 2008, 2008, 2008, 2008                                                

Sanctuary Flowers... Kathy Bleam 

Greeters .................... Kathy Bleam, Volunteer Needed 

Scripture Reader ..... Volunteer Needed 

Word for Children .. The Children will be singing 

Acolytes .................... Nicki Keller, Sina Hanna 

Sunday School.......... Grizelda MacDonald, Jeff Keller  

and Jerry Hanna 

Fellowship Hour ...... Volunteer Needed 

Lawn Mowing .......... Dave Smit (through May 17) 

May 18May 18May 18May 18, 2008, 2008, 2008, 2008                                                

Sanctuary Flowers... Geneva Denholm 

Greeters .................... Volunteers Needed 

Scripture Reader ..... Judy Ahrens 

Word for Children .. R. Kent Cormack 

Acolytes .................... Nick Clark, Josh Manning 

Sunday School.......... Grizelda MacDonald, Jeff Keller  

and Jerry Hanna 

Fellowship Hour ...... Judy Davis and Sue Zschoche 

Lawn Mowing .......... Mike Miller (through May 18) 
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The The The The Second HelpingSecond HelpingSecond HelpingSecond Helping    
The Second Helping is a local mission of First 

Congregational UCC.  It serves a hot meal every 

Sunday evening and provides sack breakfast and 

lunch items to each guest.  To volunteer, contact 

Mandy Strawn at 537-7006. 

May 4May 4May 4May 4, 2008, 2008, 2008, 2008                                                

Chief Cook ............... Bob Atchison    
Volunteers ................ Ann Gleason, Anand Mohan, 

Manhattan Mennonite Church 

Dessert ...................... Kay Sinnett 

May 11May 11May 11May 11, 2008, 2008, 2008, 2008                                                

Chief Cook ............... Brent Maner    
Volunteers ................ Ann Gleason, Anand Mohan, Kathy Bleam 

Dessert ...................... Marian Fuller 

May 18, 2008May 18, 2008May 18, 2008May 18, 2008                                                

Chief Cook ............... TBA    
Volunteers ................ Ann Gleason, Anand Mohan 

Dessert ...................... TBA 

 

 

Summer Camps 2008  Campers in the 2008 camping 

program will enjoy the goodness of God’s creation and explore the 

meaning of a loving relationship with God and all creation.  Camp 

brochures are on the round table in the office entryway.  CAMP 

SCHOLARSHIPS are available to reduce the cost of attending camp.  

First Congregational will provide one half of the one-time camping 

fee for each camper from our congregation.    Be sure to allow time 

to meet the deadline! 

 

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 

700 Poyntz Avenue700 Poyntz Avenue700 Poyntz Avenue700 Poyntz Avenue    

Manhattan, KS 66502Manhattan, KS 66502Manhattan, KS 66502Manhattan, KS 66502    

(785) 537-7006 

uccmanhattan.org                       Return Service Requested 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 

 

 

5:30 Bible Study 
7:00  Taizé 

2 
9:00 Crisis Center 
         Meeting 
 
6:00 Storytime 

3 

4   Easter V lI 
  8:30  Choir Rehearsal 
  9:30  Church School 
 10:45  Worship  
 12:00  Fellowship Hour 
  4:00  Vitality Team Retreat 
  5:15   Second Helping 

5 6 7 
 
 
11:30  Lunch  
          Bunch 
 
7:00 Board  
        Meetings 

8 
 
 
 
 

5:30 Bible Study 
7:00  Taizé 

9 
9:00 Crisis Center 
         Meeting 
 
 
6:00 Storytime 

10 
 

10:00 N.C. Assn. 
         Church & 
         Ministry   

11  Pentecost Sunday 
  8:30  Choir Rehearsal 
  9:30  Church School 
 10:45 Worship & Communion 
           Fill the Breadbasket 
 12:00  Fellowship Hour 
  5:15   Second Helping 

12 
 

12:00 Newsletter 
          Deadline 

13 14 15 
 
 
 
 

5:30 Bible Study 
7:00  Taizé 

16 
9:00 Crisis Center 
         Meeting 
 
 
6:00 Storytime 

17 

18  Trinity Sunday 
  8:30  Choir Rehearsal 
  9:30  Church School 
 10:45  Worship  
 12:00  Fellowship Hour 
  5:15   Second Helping 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 

10:00 N.C. Assn.  
         Clergy 
 

 

7:00 P-FLAG 

21 
 
 
6:00 Vitality  
        Team 
7:30 Cabinet 

22 
 
 
 

5:30 Bible Study 
7:00  Taizé 

23 
9:00 Crisis Center 
         Meeting 
12:00 Newsletter 
          Deadline 

6:00 Storytime 

24 

25 
  8:30  Choir Rehearsal 
  9:30  Church School 
 10:45  Worship  
           Sue Zschoche Preaching 
 12:00  Fellowship Hour 
  5:15   Second Helping 

26 
Memorial Day 

 

Office Closed 
 

27 28 29 
 
 
 
 

5:30 Bible Study 
7:00  Taizé 

30 
9:00 Crisis Center 
         Meeting 
 
 
6:00 Storytime 

31 

Pastor Kent at Festival of Homiletics 



May 4 Vitality Team Retreat 

May 7 Lunch Bunch 
  Board Meetings 

May 10 N.C. Association                
  Church & Ministry  

May 11 Day of Pentecost 
  Communion 

May 12 Newsletter Deadline 

May 21 Vitality Team Meeting 
  Cabinet 

May 23 Newsletter Deadline 

May 26  Memorial Day– Office Closed 
7 Al & Mary Lee Cochran 
7 Colin & Sandy O’Grady 
28 Angela Hubler & Tim Dayton 
 

  

1 Deven Bauernfeind 
3 Bill Hargrove 
3 Kelly Getty 
4 Sabrina Bowker 
6 Richard Vanderlip 
6 Mandy Strawn 
9 Sandy Winter 
9 Rob Lewis 
10 Myron Westgate 
12 Karen Bauernfeind 
16 Richard Keller 
16 Eric Garzio 

18 R.C. Jones 
19 Carly Lynn Graefe 
20 Paula Ford 
20 Lauren Sinnott 
23 Sean Weston 
24 Emily Lewis 
24 Christopher Dunnigan 
25 John Chalmers 
25 Michaela Hayes 
26 Marla Bugbee 
27 Mary Ray 


