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Naptime StewardshipNaptime StewardshipNaptime StewardshipNaptime Stewardship    
Well Sunday sure went to the dogs.  We had a great time at 

our annual outdoor worship celebration in City Park on Sunday, 
but when it came to blessing the animals, they were all dogs!  
Great dogs to be sure, but all dogs.  I guess next time we will have 
to work more intentionally to reach out to a more diverse selection 
of our planet’s species.   

The hot dogs were great too, and all the potluck treats.  
Thanks go to our dedicated Deacons who cleaned, cooked, 
organized, and set our welcome table in the park.  And thank you 
to all who shared their loves and fishes.   

As always, a part of our worship’s focus was on our 
stewardship of creation—an ever more compelling issue in these 
days.  So as a post script to Sunday’s topic, I share the following 
thoughts that came my way this morning under the heading “Think 
the efforts of one person don’t make a difference?”   
                                                                                 [continued p. 2] 
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• Recycling just one aluminum can saves enough energy to 
operate a television for three hours.   

• Every three months Americans throw away enough aluminum 
to rebuild our entire commercial air fleet. 

• Each year more than 380 billion plastic bags, sacks, and 
wraps are consumed in the United States.  Commercial 
enterprises account for 280 billion.  The remaining 100 
billion are shopping bags used by individual consumers.  
(Aren’t those First Congregational UCC canvas bags great!) 

• Americans go through 2.5 million plastic bottles every hour.  
Yes.  Every hour.   

• After being sent to a landfill, it takes about 700 years before 
plastic water bottles start to decompose.   

• In 2006, Americans spent $15 billion on bottled water—in a 
country with one of the safest drinking water supplies in the 
world.  (If nothing else, that tells me advertising works.) 

• If recycled, the one billion water bottles that California sends 
to the landfill in a year could be used to make 74 million 
square feet of carpet. 

Yes, I know, we started with what one person can do and now 
we are talking in billions.  But when it comes to the level of the 
consumer, it depends largely on individual initiative.  “What 
difference can one person make?” is not the right question.  The 
question is:  How will things change if each of us does not start 
somewhere? 

Come to think of it, you could really make an impact by 
recycling that aluminum can and then spending three hours taking 
a nap rather than watching TV.  How’s that for an earth 
stewardship incentive?  Just don’t fall asleep with the TV on. 

Grace & Peace,     
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Sharing and CaringSharing and CaringSharing and CaringSharing and Caring    
Prayers and ConcernsPrayers and ConcernsPrayers and ConcernsPrayers and Concerns 
These items are not viewable on this website. 
Please call the church office for further information. 

    

    

    

    

CongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulations    
• To Jenny Lee Cochran and Bernie Vaughn, united in 

marriage on June 7, 2008.   
• To K-State faculty receiving promotions to full professor:  

Linda Hoag, family studies and human services, and Kyle 
Mankin, biological and agricultural engineering. 

• To faculty receiving promotions to associate professor with 
tenure:  Brent Maner, history, and Craig Weston, music. 

Thank YouThank YouThank YouThank You    
• To all the Deacons who helped make our outdoor worship 

and picnic a success.  (It’s not a glamour job washing bird 
droppings off the benches and tables, but we appreciate it!) 

• Thanks and appreciation to Tammi Hawk and Susan Scott 
for their roles as foremothers of Flint Hills PFLAG. 

HelpingHelpingHelpingHelping    
• Need a ride to church?  Contact one of our transportation 

volunteers:  Jim & Carolyn Hodgson, Bill Pallett,  
Jeff Keller, or Mike & Martha Miller. 
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The Greening  
of First 
Congregational 

The trustees, volunteers, and 
staff continue to make simple, 
practical changes around the church 
facility to make this a “greener” church.  
Recently, most of our exterior light 
fixtures were converted to lamps that uses much less 
energy.  In particular, the lights on the stone sign and at 
the front entrances now consume less than one third of 
the energy they used in the past.  Thanks go to Bill Pugh 
for making this happen. 

Most of our building utilizes energy efficient 
florescent or metal halide lamps.  The primary exceptions 
are the sanctuary and fellowship hall.  Because these 
spaces utilize dimmable lights, we are not able to make 
that conversion with present technology.  But using the 
dimmers does save energy.   

We are blessed to have the building separated into 
many zones for heating and cooling—and all units are 
controlled by programmable thermostats.  (By the way, 
that does mean that if you change a thermostat manually, 
you must return it to the program before you leave.) 

There’s certainly more we can do; some projects (like 
improving our recycling practices) might need a volunteer 
or two.  If you would like to help, or have an idea, let us 
know.   



page  5 

KansasKansasKansasKansas----OklaOklaOklaOklahhhhoma oma oma oma 

Conference NewsConference NewsConference NewsConference News    
 
Since the last newsletter article outlining changes in K-O 
Conference leadership, word has been received that the Rev. Dr. 
David Hansen will continue to serve as our conference minister, 
rather than take early retirement.  The Conference Council and 
officers of the conference are working to move forward in a 
thoughtful manner.  The following letter outlines some of the plans 
that are currently in place:  
 
June 6, 2008 

Dear Colleagues, 

Can you come up with a helpful metaphor for what a healthy 
conference would look like?  Would it be more like a network?  A 
web?  A family?  An organization?  What do you want from your 
connection with the conference?  Can you name specific needs 
your church has that the conference might meet?   

Our K-O conference is undergoing stress related to 
governance and personnel, how we make decisions, and how 
decisions are communicated.  There are some serious conflicts that 
need to be addressed.  It is possible to let reason, patience, 
compassion, and wisdom prevail even through this process of 
conflict and tension.  This can be a time of reflection and learning 
for each one of us.  Rather than escalate the drama through 
unhealthy actions, let’s strive to be our best selves now more than 
ever.   

Our conference leaders have been in conversation with our 
General Minister and President, John Thomas, throughout this 
confused and confusing time.  He has been extremely helpful to all 
of us. Rev. Jane Heckels, who serves as his assistant, will meet 
with our conference council on Friday, June 13th from 10:00 A.M. 
to 2:00 P.M. at the Conference Office parish house building.  John 
Thomas recommended Jane because of her expertise in the area of 
conference relations.  Rev. Heckles will work with our council 
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with the goal of developing better strategies for communication 
and healing.  We have a full agenda planned for that meeting, and 
we will resist the temptation to force any hasty decisions.  This 
will be an open meeting.  After consulting with various 
individuals, Jane Heckles will assist us in mapping out a detailed 
plan for working through the questions we face. 

The next meeting of the conference council is set for Tuesday, 
June 24th at the Club House Inn.  We need to go ahead and keep 
the plans for that meeting as well.  We hope to review and approve 
the plan recommended by Jane Heckles then, and accomplish some 
initial steps of that plan. 

Now is the time to come together as people of faith. Our 
council, committees, and ministries need willing workers to 
volunteer and strengthen our conference.  Please prayerfully 
consider your own willingness to serve and encourage potential, 
new leaders to get involved.  Don’t hesitate to contact me, our 
nominating committee, or others on the council to discuss ways 
you can help. Now is a good time to discern the best models and 
strategies for our conference.  Your input is needed. 

Sincerely, 
Kathy McCallie 
Conference Council President 
(405)  525-9555 
KmcCallie@aol.com 
 
 
 
 

Youth CornerYouth CornerYouth CornerYouth Corner    

CongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulations to all of our Youth for receiving academic 
awards at the end-of-year awards assembly at Eisenhower Middle 
School.  Students recognized for their accomplishments included 
Jack Dayton, Paul Hargrove, Dustin Hayes, Kathryn Mock, Celeste 
Sultana, and Chloe Weston. 
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Out and About:  Notes from the Edge   by Jo Foy 

Many Stories, One Voice  September 4-7, 2008, New 
Orleans, Louisiana, convened by the National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force in partnership with more than 30 Christian 
organizations (including UCC Coalition for LGBT Concerns) will 
offer new tools and training in the areas of faith-based community 
organizing, media training, board development, fund-raising, 
biblical studies, theology, capacity-building and other concrete 
skills.  http://thetaskforce.org  

This partnership, known as the North American Convocation, will 
start its historic conference with two days of pre-conference 
institutes and work parties.  RainbowCorps (organized by More 
Light Presbyterians) gathers September 3-4, 8:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. 
to contribute labor to relief projects of local welcoming churches.  
Additional pre-conference institutes will focus on the history of 
race and class in New Orleans and on the transgender community. 
http://www.transfaith-online.org.   

Speakers will include Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Rev. Angela 
Denise Davis, Rev. Dr. Yvette Flunder, and many others.  There 
are a limited number of scholarships available by contacting 
MSOV@WelcomingResources.org.  Local community housing is 
also available by application.  For more information go to the 
Convocation website, http://www.manystoriesonevoice.org. 

 
 
 

Bible StudyBible StudyBible StudyBible Study        Bible Study continues this summer at 5:30 
P.M. on Thursdays.  We are beginning to work our way through 
the “old family stories” of the Torah (first five books of the Old 
Testament).  Nursery care is provided during the Thursday evening 
Bible Study.  (For regulars, please contact the church office if you 
will not be attending so we can contact the nursery attendants.) 
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Worship & Worship & Worship & Worship & CCCChurch Volunteershurch Volunteershurch Volunteershurch Volunteers    

June 15June 15June 15June 15,,,, 2008 2008 2008 2008                                                

Sanctuary Flowers... Linda Richter 
Greeters .................... Leo and Joy Schell, Barbara Withee 
Scripture Reader ..... Judy Davis 
Word in Music ......... Al Cochran 
Word for Children .. Mary Ray 
Acolytes .................... Volunteers needed 
Fellowship Hour ...... Leo and Joy Schell 
Lawn Mowing .......... Jim Hodgson (through June 14) 

June 22June 22June 22June 22,,,, 2008 2008 2008 2008                                                

Sanctuary Flowers... Volunteer Needed 
Greeters .................... Ellen Logan, Kara Burns, Amanda Tross 
Scripture Reader ..... Kara Burns 
Word in Music ......... The Weston Family 
Word for Children .. Volunteer Needed 
Acolytes .................... Volunteers Needed 
Fellowship Hour ...... Judy Davis, Sue Zschoche 
Lawn Mowing .......... Dave Smit (through June 21) 

June 29June 29June 29June 29,,,, 2008 2008 2008 2008                                                

Sanctuary Flowers... Volunteer Needed 
Greeters .................... Barbara Withee, Carol Chalmers 
Scripture Reader ..... Jo Foy 
Word in Music ......... Frank Sidorfsky 
Word for Children .. Volunteer Needed 
Acolytes .................... Volunteers Needed 
Fellowship Hour ...... Kathy Bleam 
Lawn Mowing .......... Mike Miller (through June 28) 



page  9 

The The The The Second HelpingSecond HelpingSecond HelpingSecond Helping    
The Second Helping is a local mission of First 
Congregational UCC.  It serves a hot meal every 
Sunday evening and provides sack breakfast and 
lunch items to each guest.  To volunteer, contact 
Mandy Strawn at 537-7006. 

June 15June 15June 15June 15, 2008, 2008, 2008, 2008                                                

Chief Cook ............... Paula Ford    
Volunteers ................ Ann Gleason, Anand Mohan,  

Paul Hargrove, Bill Hargrove 
Dessert ...................... Mandy Strawn 

June 22, 2008June 22, 2008June 22, 2008June 22, 2008                                                

Chief Cook ............... Ann Smit    
Volunteers ................ ESA Sorority 
Dessert ...................... Ann Smit 

June 29, 2008June 29, 2008June 29, 2008June 29, 2008                                                

Chief Cook ............... Ann Smit    
Volunteers ................ Angela Hubler, Anand Mohan,  

Brandon Stewart 
Dessert ...................... TBA 
 
 

Volunteers Needed 
With the summer break here and many of us taking vacations, our 
numbers available to volunteer may decline some.  However, that 
does not reduce the number of volunteers our church needs each 
Sunday.  Please keep these needs in mind and sign-up for scripture 
reading, greeting, and Fellowship Hour.  We all have gifts to give 
and your gift of time is needed.  Please call Chantel Vogel at 537-
7006, or find her after worship to volunteer. 
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Community NewsCommunity NewsCommunity NewsCommunity News    

Bike and BuildBike and BuildBike and BuildBike and Build        a project in association with Habitat for 
Humanity International, will ride into Manhattan on Saturday, 
June 14.  This weekend, the bikers will be assisting at the 
Manhattan Habitat for Humanity's ReStore.  In addition to helping 
out affiliates across the country, each cyclist has made a 
commitment to his or her local Habitat affiliate to help build 
affordable housing in his or her community.  
Saturday evening at 6:00 P.M., you can welcome them to 
Manhattan and learn more about Bike and Build.  There will be a 
potluck dinner for the bikers at First United Methodist Church, 612 
Poyntz Avenue.  If you can, bring a dish for the bikers.  They ride 
anywhere from 30-120 miles a day and need all the nourishment 
they can get! 

2008 Manhattan Gay Film Festival  2008 Manhattan Gay Film Festival  2008 Manhattan Gay Film Festival  2008 Manhattan Gay Film Festival      
Sunday June 15, 2008 Another in a year long series of free gay-
themed films and documentaries  Films start at 5:00 P.M. and 
dinner follows at 7:00 P.M.  RSVP to kstodc@earthlink.net to 
receive information about future events.  On Sunday June 15 the 
movie “Small Town Gay Bar” will be showing.  It is a 
documentary about the gay bars of rural Mississippi and the 
communities that depend upon them. 

FlintFlintFlintFlint H H H Hills Pride ills Pride ills Pride ills Pride June 27June 27June 27June 27----28282828            
Meet at Farnum Creek, Milford Lake.  (Take I-70 to exit 298 turn 
north on US 77, and watch for signs.)  Friday, June 27, at 2:00 
P.M. a Unity Campout begins, followed by a 6:00 P.M. potluck 
supper for campers.  Saturday June 28 begins with setting up for 
the festival from 9:00 A.M. to 11:00 A.M.  11:00 A.M. to 2:00 
P.M. activities include a meet & greet, dunk tank, waterslide, meet 
your legislator, free HIV testing (Provided by the Riley County 
Health Department), and a 2:00 P.M. Picnic.  Live music 
performances (bring your own lawn chair) start at 2:30 P.M  Bands 
include the Oreaganomics and  Charles McVey.  Events conclude 
with a group picture at 6:00 P.M. 
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HoedownHoedownHoedownHoedown at the Rainbow Ranch at the Rainbow Ranch at the Rainbow Ranch at the Rainbow Ranch        Friday June 27    
hosted by the Flint Hills Human rights Project is an alternative 
country and western dance fundraiser on Country Stampede 
weekend at the VFW Ballroom at 4th and Pierre.  Please note: do 
not park in the VFW lot on the corner.  There is a public parking 
lot on Pierre between 4th and 5th Streets that is right next to the 
entrance to the ballroom.  The Hoedown starts at 9:00 P.M. and 
continues until 2:00 A.M.  .  Tickets are $10.00 each; $5.00 each 
for military or students.  Proceeds from the event will go towards 
the support of the simply Equal Campaign and the Praxis 
Scholarship Fund.  The Praxis Scholarship is awarded to a student 
attending K-State, Cloud County Community College at Junction 
City, Highland Community College at Wamego or Manhattan 
Technical College, who has done work with the LGBT 
community.  The Simply Equal Campaign will include a series of 
educational events about adding “sexual orientation and gender 
identity/expression” to Manhattan’s anti-discrimination ordinance.  
Please contact Johnathan Mertz, FHHRP Vice President for tickets 
via email kstodc@earthlink.net. 

PFLAG PFLAG PFLAG PFLAG Educational MeetingEducational MeetingEducational MeetingEducational Meeting  Tuesday June 17 
meeting at 7:00 P.M. PFLAG Flint Hills Chapter & Flint Hills 
Human Rights Project announce an educational meeting being held 
at First Congregational United Church of Christ.  Program: 
“Adventures of a Manhattan High School GSA Member” 
presented by Michael Turner. 
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