
page 1 

 
 

First Congregational 

United Church of Christ 

NNEEWWSSLLEETTTTEERR  

Volume 5Volume 5Volume 5Volume 52222        Number Number Number Number 10101010    July 25July 25July 25July 25,,,, 2007 2007 2007 2007    

 

Sunday Worship at 10:45 A.M.   

Second Helping Dinner at 5:15 P.M 

Thursday Evening Taizé at 7:00 P.M. 

 700 Poyntz Avenue 
 Manhattan, Kansas  66502 
 telephone 785-537-7006 
 e-mail  ucc@interkan.net 

 

PrayerPrayerPrayerPrayer Meeting Meeting Meeting Meeting  
I was on my way back to the Hartford Civic Center (the 

glorified name for a hockey arena) which was home to the meeting 
of the 26th General Synod of the United Church of Christ when a 
couple of folks stopped to ask, “Do you know if anybody can go to 
your prayer meeting this afternoon—or do we need tickets?” 

It was the “Synod in the City” that Saturday, and there were 
about nine thousand of us walking all over downtown Hartford 
with our blue synod name badges hanging on our chests.  Thus, it 
was no surprise that these folks identified me with the big church 
meeting going on in their city.  This was, after all, the biggest 
convention in the history of Hartford, and possibly of Connecticut.  
And in Connecticut, most folks do know who we are—the United 
Church of Christ is the largest Protestant denomination in the state.  
But UCC was not the primary draw that afternoon.  The local’s 
next sentence made that clear.  “We’d love to hear Barack.”  It was 
only an hour until the senator, a member of Trinity UCC, Chicago, 
was scheduled to speak. 
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As I headed on my way, I was struck by their label for what 
we were up to.  General Synod is called a lot of things—business 
meeting, family reunion, deliberative process, party—but seldom 
prayer meeting.  It’s not a term we UCC folk throw around a lot.  
Prayer meeting.  But it’s right on the mark for a church that claims 
to be listening for the Still-speaking God. 

In the scripture for this coming Sunday (July 29), Jesus’ 
disciples say to him, “Teach us to pray.”  It is not as if they haven’t 
seen him pray—he did so frequently according to the gospel 
accounts.  It is not as if they as Jews had not engaged in prayer 
regularly.  But it was also common to ask a rabbi for personal 
examples of prayer, and Jesus obliged.   

What he gave us is certainly the most universal prayer in 
Christendom—though Matthew and Luke differ on the specific 
wording.  It is a prayer many of us learned as children.  A prayer 
offered every Sunday in almost every church.  Some even suggest 
that it is too familiar. 

One of the things that set our visits to English cathedrals and 
churches apart from those in many other places was prayer.  
Everywhere we went in England, the cathedrals were filled with 
hundreds of tourists creating a gentle murmur of humanity in these 
ancient, monumental spaces.  But every hour, on the hour, it 
stopped.  Someone, usually a clergy person, would make an 
announcement welcoming everyone to this particular house of 
prayer.  Then they asked everyone to be still for a minute.  There is 
nothing quite like the stillness of a cavernous, resonant space filled 
with people making no noise but breathing.   

Then a few short prayers would be offered.  One was almost 
always the “World Peace Prayer” 

 Lead us from death to life, from falsehood to truth, 

from despair to hope, from fear to trust. 

Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace: 

Let peace fill our hearts, let peace fill our world, 

Let peace fill our universe.   

Then everyone who wished to do so prayed the familiar words 
Jesus offered his disciples, and the gentle bustle of the cathedral’s 
life resumed.  Tour guides continued their patter.  The Cash 
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registers in the gift shop resumed their melody of commerce.  
Tourists and pilgrims rambled on their way.   

Brief as these hourly prayer meetings were, they were also 
profoundly moving in their quiet witness that prayer remains the 
living and essential language of the church.  Whether it is the 
formula of Jesus, or more ancient words like those of the peace 
prayer (derived from Hindu scripture written 400 years before 
Christ), prayer as divine-human conversation and intimacy 
continues day in and day out in these places.   

As I think about that conversation on a sidewalk in Hartford 
on a beautiful June day, I wonder what we Synod junkies were 
doing that communicated so well what we were up to.  If a United 
States Senator who is running for President is coming to talk to 
9,000 people, and yet the locals can still recognize that our Synod 
is a prayer meeting, we must be doing something faithful and right.   

Grace & Peace,  

 
 

 

Sharing and CaringSharing and CaringSharing and CaringSharing and Caring    

Prayers and ConcernsPrayers and ConcernsPrayers and ConcernsPrayers and Concerns 
These items are not viewable on this website.  Please call the 
church office for further information. 
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Thank YouThank YouThank YouThank You    
• To Cheryl Poister for her service the past three years as our 

Christian Education Director.  Cheryl was recognized in 
Worship on July 22.   

• On behalf of everyone at the Ecumenical Campus Ministry 
at Kansas State University, I wanted to thank you for your 
recent contribution.  We depend on gifts from our friends 
who believe in the importance of our work with students 
and our involvement in the life of the university.  Your 
financial assistance is valued and will go a long way to 
support the ongoing work at CrossRoads of ECM. 
            David Jones, Campus Pastor 

HelpingHelpingHelpingHelping 
• Need a ride to church?  Contact one of our transportation 

volunteers:  Jim Hodgson & Carolyn Schwab, Mike & 
Martha Miller, Bill Pallett, and Jeff Keller.  

AnnoAnnoAnnoAnnouncementuncementuncementuncementssss    
• Sunday School Kick-Off is August 19.  We will resume 

our usual schedule with activities for all ages at 9:30 A.M. 

• Choir Rehearsals resume at 8:30 A.M. on Sunday, August 
26.  The choir will be singing in worship that day.    

• Feast & Festival will be Sunday evening, August 26!  
Food, fun, and fellowship as always.  Tickets go on sale 
August 5. 

 

 

 

Attention All CommitteesAttention All CommitteesAttention All CommitteesAttention All Committees    
Starting in September 2007 all minutes and agendas will be sent to 
members via e-mail.  Any committee member who would prefer 
they receive these items via postal mail please contact Chasity at 
the church office 537-7006.  We will be glad to send them by post, 
but if we do not hear from you, we will assume e-mail is OK.   
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Kitchen CleanKitchen CleanKitchen CleanKitchen Clean----UpUpUpUp    
The kitchen committee has been cleaning the kitchen cabinets and 
drawers.  There are stray coffee mugs and plastic glassware that 
have been multiplying in the kitchen.  If you would like to take 
them home contact Martha Miller, otherwise they will be placed in 
the church rummage sale. 
 
 
 
 

First Congregational UCC 
5 for 5 Again 

 
With gratitude and joy, we inform you that 
your church is a “Five for Five” congregation 
of the United Church of Christ.  Your 
Conference has reported that in 2006 you 
contributed to Our Church’s Wider Mission 

Basic Support and also received the four 
special mission offerings of our denomination:  
One Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen the Church, Neighbors in 
Need, and The Christmas Fund.  Thus, you are a leadership 

church in the United Church of Christ, and we wanted to 
recognize your faithful generosity as well as the breadth of your 
vision for ministry. 
 
Once again, we thank you for your faithful generosity and your 
commitment to the gospel as it is lived out in the United Church of 
Christ. 
 
Blessings and thanks, 
Jose Malayang 

Executive Minister 
Local Church Ministries of the United Church of Christ 
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The Tale of the Damsel Chimes Rescue 
  

by Martha Miller 

Friday 13, 2007.  The mission: to rescue the 
damsel chimes from an 85 foot tower high 
above the sun baked streets in the far away 
land of Oklahoma in a village called Tulsa.  
Sir Bill Pugh, the leader, assembled a fearless 
crew of Knights and Damsels to aid in the 
task.  Bill Pugh, Jim Hodgson, Carolyn 
Schwab and David Smit left Friday morning 

to begin work that afternoon.  Craig, Sean and Kyle Weston, Jo 
Foy, Nick Istas, Jeff, Kerri and Nichole Keller, Chris Hogan, Ryan 
Wilson and Millie Schroeder followed Friday evening in cars and 
vans to aid in the ascent to 
the top of the tower.   
 
Friday afternoon Jim 
Hodgson, Carolyn 
Schwab, Dave Smit, and 
Bill Pugh worked on 
removing the first chine 
from its mounting, the C 
chime. 

Dawn Saturday found the crew 
ready with hoists, ropes, pulleys, 
tools, gloves, sun screen and a 
can-do spirit.  The ladder held 
firm, the crew gritted their teeth 
and tugged and pulled until 
another, larger tube of brass was 
freed from the rotted timbers.  
With tethers wrapped and the 
pulley attached, the 10 foot tube 

began its descent slowly down the ladder.  For the final four flights 
of stairs 8 Knights and Damsels were needed to carry the 316 
pounds.   
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This was the grueling task necessary to remove the largest two 
chimes.  Two chimes down, eight to go.  The shorter chimes, 
strikers, and other components for each 
chime were lowered one by one, taken 
down an elevator, carried to the street, 
and loaded in the waiting truck. 
 
Work was completed by dark.  The crew 
was exhausted.  There were no injuries.  
No marks of the work were left on the 
tower to say our mighty group had been 
there.  The chimes rescue was complete.   
 

There is no way to adequately 
say THANK YOU to the Tulsa 
Crew and their master leader 
Bill Pugh.  They gave their 
time and back-breaking effort.  
Our church is truly blessed. 

 
Monday afternoon a local crew 
of Burke Bayer, Sabrina 

Bowker, Jim Flak, Don Cannon, Mike and Martha Miller, Brad 
Logan, Lauren Ritterbush, Rob and Zac Caffey, Bill Pallett, Jim 
Hodgson, Jeff Keller, and Craig & Sean Weston joined the 
traveling crew to help unload the chimes at Bill’s shop. 

 
Now the work is to clean 
and restore the chime 
equipment and to prepare a 
new home in the tower of 
our church.  (Already a 
crew has removed an 
unused chimney in the 
tower.)  There will be lots 
more work to do and, we 
can help.. Call the church 
to volunteer.  

 Page 8 

Open the ChurchOpen the ChurchOpen the ChurchOpen the Church    
Windows CampaignWindows CampaignWindows CampaignWindows Campaign    
 

Our June campaign to raise funds to replace 
the protective covers on the stained glass 
windows was a GREAT success.  We reached 
the goal of $32,000 during the first week in 
July, less than a month from the date the 
campaign began.  Once again First 
Congregational UCC members and friends 
have generously risen to meet a need of our 
church.   
 
A contract has been signed with Bovard 
Studio, Inc., and work could begin as soon as 
September or no later than Spring 2008  (work 
cannot be done during the cold winter months.)  
Many of the gifts were pledges to be paid 
during these next few months and we 
anticipate that the Bovard bill can be paid in 
full at the completion of the project.  It will be 

a wonderful sight for our church members and others passing by 
the corner of Juliette and Poyntz to once again enjoy the beauty of 
the stained glass windows.   
 
The Trustees and the 
committee members who 
worked on this project 
want you to know we are 
thankful for your gifts. 
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                                                                RRRRRRRRaaaaaaaaiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnbbbbbbbboooooooowwwwwwww        TTTTTTTTaaaaaaaabbbbbbbblllllllleeeeeeee                
YYYYYYYYoooooooouuuuuuuu        aaaaaaaarrrrrrrreeeeeeee        iiiiiiiinnnnnnnnvvvvvvvviiiiiiiitttttttteeeeeeeedddddddd . . .  

to join Rainbow Table for their potluck 
at White Memorial Camp on July 28.  
Bring your swim suit; the pool will open 
at 3:00.  Bring something to share; we 
really need hot dog and hamburger buns, 
cold salads, chips, desserts and 
condiments.  Please bring your own drinks.  We will start cooking 
at 5:00 and plan to be finished by 7:00. 
 
We won’t have access to a kitchen, so bring items to share that 
either do not have to be kept hot or can be kept cold.  Rev. Ira 
Williams will provide us with all of the ice we need. 
 
Please RSVP to Jo or Mary at 537-7006 by July 26. 
 

To get to White Memorial Camp 
 

Take Hwy 177 south.  Travel approx 
21 miles south of I-70.  Look for the 
bed and breakfast on the left side of 
the road, across from the beautiful 
old Disciples of Christ church on the 
right side of 177.  You’re almost 
there!  The turnoff to the camp is 
marked with a large sign.  Turn west 
(right) on the gravel road and travel 
1+ miles.  The gravel road turns 
south (left) at another sign for the 
camp.  Travel 4+ miles to the camp 
itself.  You may pull your vehicle up 
to the picnic pavilion in front of the 
main building to unload, but then 
please park beyond the evergreen 
trees in the large parking area. 
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New this fallNew this fallNew this fallNew this fall————     

Care ClustersCare ClustersCare ClustersCare Clusters    
In September when we start the Care 
Cluster program at First 
Congregational, we’ll have 10 small 
size cluster groups which will each 
be a cross section of our church 
family.  As new people come into 
our congregation, they will be 

included in an existing Care group.   
 
Care Clusters are about caring for one another, and caring for the 
church.  Members will have the opportunity to support those in 
their Care group through prayer, practical help, and 
encouragement, and groups will be encouraged 
to be attentive to the needs of the church.  Care 
Cluster groups will help us be God’s family to 
one another, to share the love of God through 
hospitality and prayer.   
 
Many thanks to those who will serve as leaders:  
Judy Ahrens,  Kathy Bleam, Marian Fuller, Atina Hanna, Jean 
Hill, Jan Lange, Martha Miller, Judy Willingham, Lauren 
Ritterbush, and Joy Schell. 
 
Soon you’ll be hearing from your Care Cluster leader.  
Participation is, of course, not required, but we sure hope you’ll be 
a part of this way to build up our church community and our best 
selves. 
 
    Board of Deacons 
 Jeff Peterson, presiding officer; Jo Foy, Duane Keifer, Jeff 

 Keller, Gretchen Lewis, Dona Sidorfsky, Marsha Tannehill, 

 Chantel Vogel, Craig Weston, Sue Zschoche 
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Bill and Linda Richter, Ann Gleason, and Angela Hubler will be 
participating again in the Riley County Relay for Life,  
August 24-25. 
 
We need your help!  First, if you’ve had cancer please join us for 
the survivor lap that starts the relay.  Let’s celebrate the care and 
support that have sustained us.  (You’ll also get a T-shirt!) 
 
Secondly, call us for information on joining a 
team or forming one.  It’s great fun and an 
inspiration to all. 
 
Thirdly, please help us with a check made 
out to the American Cancer Society and sent 
or given to one of us.  Donations of any 
amount are appreciated, but for each $10 a luminary will be lit in 

memory or in honor of someone who has 
had cancer.  Drop by at 10:00 P.M. to 
hear the reciting of luminary names and 
to see the lights around the track behind 
the Alumni Center. 
 
Dramatic progress is being made against 
cancer.  Please join us in working to end 
this disease. 
 
Linda Richter 
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Christian Education for KidsChristian Education for KidsChristian Education for KidsChristian Education for Kids    

Welcome to MaWelcome to MaWelcome to MaWelcome to Mary Ray,ry Ray,ry Ray,ry Ray,    

our new Christian Education Directorour new Christian Education Directorour new Christian Education Directorour new Christian Education Director   
Mary Ray begins this week as our new 
Christian Education Director!  We appreciate 
her willingness to serve in this capacity and 
look forward to her leadership.  Sunday 
School for children and adults will begin 
with a kick-off on August 19th, and Mary 
may be calling to ask for your help in the 
coming year. 
 

UCC Women of the ChurchUCC Women of the ChurchUCC Women of the ChurchUCC Women of the Church    

Lunch BunchLunch BunchLunch BunchLunch Bunch    August 1August 1August 1August 1            
The UCC Women of the Church invite you 
to Lunch Bunch on Wednesday, August 1st  
at McAlister’s (new on 4th Street).  
Everyone is invited to join in the fun. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking for Extra HelpLooking for Extra HelpLooking for Extra HelpLooking for Extra Help…………    
I’m looking for extra jobs so I can make some additional 
income, if you need help with babysitting, gardening, cleaning 
or etc.  

Ask for Shai @ 537-7006 

 
Weekdays are fine until school starts after that weekends 

would work best. 
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The Second HelpingThe Second HelpingThe Second HelpingThe Second Helping    

The The The The Second HelpingSecond HelpingSecond HelpingSecond Helping    
The Second Helping is a local mission of First Congregational 

UCC.  It serves a hot meal every Sunday evening and provides 

sack breakfast and lunch items to each guest.  To volunteer, 

contact Sandy O’Grady 537-7006. 

July 29July 29July 29July 29, 2007            , 2007            , 2007            , 2007            

Chief Cook ............... Paula Ford 
Volunteers ................ Brandon Stewart and Christie Crenshaw 
Dessert ...................... Joy Schell  

August 5, 2007August 5, 2007August 5, 2007August 5, 2007                                                

Chief Cook ............... Brent Maner 
Volunteers ................ Brandon Stewart, Ann Gleason 

KSU Animal Society 
Dessert ...................... Kay Sinnett 

August 12August 12August 12August 12, 2007            , 2007            , 2007            , 2007            

Chief Cook ............... Jean Hill 
Volunteers ................ David & Renate Woodmansee,  

Victoria, and Marilyn 
Dessert ...................... TBA 

August 19August 19August 19August 19, 2007            , 2007            , 2007            , 2007            

Chief Cook ............... Sandy O’Grady    
Volunteers ................ Brandon Stewart, Samantha McGraw, 

Christie Crenshaw, Ryan Green 
Dessert ...................... Sandy O’Grady 

August 26August 26August 26August 26, 2007            , 2007            , 2007            , 2007            

Chief Cook ............... Ann Smit 
Volunteers ................ ESA Sorority 
Dessert ...................... Ann Smit  
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Worship & Worship & Worship & Worship & CCCChurch Volunteershurch Volunteershurch Volunteershurch Volunteers    

July 29July 29July 29July 29, 2007            , 2007            , 2007            , 2007            

Sanctuary Flowers... Lauren Ritterbush 
Greeters .................... Leo & Joy Schell and Susan Scott 
Scripture Reader ..... Susan Scott 
Word for Children ..Mary Ray 
Fellowship Hour ...... Leo & Joy Schell 
Lawn Mowing .......... Jim Fuller (July 29-August 4) 

August 5August 5August 5August 5, 2007            , 2007            , 2007            , 2007            

Sanctuary Flowers... Elnora Huyck-Young 
Greeters ....................Mike & Martha Miller and Gretchen Lewis 
Scripture Reader ..... Judy Ahrens 
Word for Children .. Don Cannon 
Fellowship Hour ...... Judy Ahrens 
Lawn Mowing .......... Al Cochran (August 5-August 11) 
 

August 12August 12August 12August 12, 2007            , 2007            , 2007            , 2007            

Sanctuary Flowers Geneva Denholm 
Greeters .................... Carolyn Schwab and Marsha Tannehill 
Scripture Reader ..... Gretchen Lewis 
Word for Children ..  
Fellowship Hour ......Mike & Martha Miller 
Lawn Mowing .......... Leo Schell (August 12-August 18) 

August 19August 19August 19August 19, 2007            , 2007            , 2007            , 2007            

Sanctuary Flowers... Susan Scott 
Greeters .................... Volunteers Needed 
Scripture Reader ..... Volunteers Needed 
Word for Children ..  
Fellowship Hour ...... Jim & Marian Fuller 
Lawn Mowing .......... Jerry Reynard (August 19-August 25) 
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Community NewsCommunity NewsCommunity NewsCommunity News    

Flint Hills Community ClinicFlint Hills Community ClinicFlint Hills Community ClinicFlint Hills Community Clinic    
July will mark the 2-year anniversary of the clinic’s opening.  
Through the community’s support of its volunteers and donations, 
the clinic has been able to provide free medical care for over 1,000 
residents over the past two years. 
 
With the continuously increasing need for the clinic’s services, 
FHCC is constantly evolving to meet the community’s needs and 
support the growing patient population.  The clinic was recently 
awarded a grant from the Manhattan Community Foundation to 
add a fourth medical exam room.  It is our hope that an additional 
exam room will enable our medical volunteers to see patients more 
efficiently during clinic evenings, thus increasing our capacity and 
enabling more patients to be seen during clinic hours. 
 
It is our hope that as FHCC grows to accommodate the increasing 
need of the uninsured that the community’s support for the clinic 
will also grow.  Thank you to all of you who have supported the 
clinic by volunteering your time and through financial 
contributions.  Without your continued generosity, the clinic would 
not be the success that it is. 
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