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Speaking of weather...

Well, it’s been an interesting winter so far here in Lake Wo...
I mean here in Manhattan. As some of you know, one of my
favorite British comedies was The Vicar of Dibly. Most episodes
begin with the parish council meeting in which the chairperson and
the vicar (played by Dawn French) do their best to herd the cats
and keep things on track. It’s a challenge. Especially the night
that they wander down the garden path of the great weather events
in the past hundred years or so in Dibly. It’s a trip down a
hilariously twisted memory lane. So you see, there is precedent for
talking (and singing) about the weather at church.

In the bleak midwinter... The Christmas Blizzard which,
while it dampened attendance on Christmas Eve, did not dampen
the celebration. I was especially moved by the beautiful music
shared by Jenny Lee and Bernie—a real treat in addition to the
wonderful music we have come to expect from our choir, the
organ, the chimes, and you the congregation, singing together “to
feel a world we can only imagine.” [continued p. 2]
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To all who made the celebrations during Advent and
Christmas so meaningful, and especially to the Snow Lottery
winners who made it possible to get in the door safely: Thank you!

Has sent the silver frost of heaven... Then there was The
Long Fog—everybody seemed to be talking about it, and I, in my
weird weather preferences, was loving it. After all the cold and
snow it seemed somehow renewing, gentle in temperature and
sometimes surprisingly beautiful on mornings when our world had
been transformed by the hoarfrost. But the fog has not slowed
activity at First Congregational. This Saturday night we will host a
great evening of music by the Doane College Choir from our UCC
college in Crete, Nebraska. We scheduled the concert before the
basketball schedule had been announced—so the conflict was
unavoidable. But if you’re not at Bramlage this Saturday, I hope
you and some friends will join us for some great singing. Check
them out on Youtube!

We will also welcome the choir to worship on Sunday
morning, January 31. Many folks are helping to make this visit
possible. Special thanks go to Gretchen Lewis for arranging
housing with host families, and to Ann Smit for coordinating the
Saturday evening meal which we will serve the choir.

For the next three weeks we have the opportunity to learn
from several wise and experienced voices about Afghanistan—a
place we hear so much about and yet seem challenged to
understand. Join the Adult forum at 9:30 Sundays for what
promises to be an engaging experience.

Sunday, February 7 will be another big day—the youth have
challenged us to top our recent Souper Bowl of Caring records
with donations to feed the hungry. Recognizing the beginning of
UCC Women’s Week, we will turn our attention to women’s
voices. The Advent schedule usually prevents me from preaching
on Mary’s amazing song in Luke that we call the Magnificat. But
on February 7 we will listen to her song, and I have invited Sue
Zschoche to add her voice as our preacher. Ilook forward to
hearing both Mary and Sue. Won’t you join me? The weather in
the sanctuary is always fine.

Grace & Peace, W
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Sharing and Caring

Prayers and Concerns

e Please call the church office for further information.

Helping
e Need a ride to church? Contact one of our transportation
volunteers: Jim & Carolyn Hodgson, Bill Pallett, Mike &
Martha Miller, or Jeff Keller.

e Home Communion Visits are available by contacting the
office or the pastor. The Deacons can arrange to bring
communion to your home on the first Sunday of each
month as we celebrate the sacrament in worship. Visits at
other times can be arranged with the pastor.

E-MAIL PRAYER CHAIN INGZ¢
If you wish to be added to the First M

Congregational e-mail prayer chain, please Vaane N
contact office@uccmanhattan.org.

Thank You

e Thank you for your good wishes and prayers for Kaia. We
are delighted to report that she has responded well to the
treatment and is currently seizure-free. She has returned to
us after being “behind the fog” during the treatment with
full smiles and giggles. While the long-term prognosis
from infantile spasms remains unknown, we are optimistic
and hopeful. Thank you for your continuing prayers!

— The Petersons.

e Dear UCC Family, Thank you so very much for the
tremendous box of goodies and love from all of you. |
can’t tell you how very embraced I felt from afar. Thank
you so much. A huge part of all of our hearts (mine, Bill’s
& Paul’s) remains in Kansas with all of you. We miss our
wonderful church family and are appreciative and thankful
for all your love and prayers. Thank you so much.

With love, Paula Ford

Kudos

e King Contest Winners Listed Awards given for artwork
and written pieces in the Martin Luther King, Jr. Art &
Writing Contest. 152 total entries. An honorable mention
goes to Vincent Hanna from the 6-8th grade category, who
attends Eisenhower Middle School. An honorable mention
goes to Tyler Cochran from the 9-12th grade category.
Tyler attends Manhattan High School East. The theme this
year was "What Am I Doing for Others?"

Directory Updates

It's that time of year again! Please fill out the directory
update sheet on page 15, and return it to the church
office no later than Monday February 8™.
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Haiti Earthquake

Relief Continues

The United Church of Christ has
launched an emergency appeal for
Haiti after a major earthquake
struck the country. One Great
Hour of Sharing funds are being
rushed to our Haitian partners to
support their initial emergency
response. As damage assessments are made and plans for relief,
recovery and rehabilitation are developed, additional support will
be shared. How You Can Help:

1. Pray for the people of Haiti, their leaders, and emergency
and humanitarian aid workers.

2. Help the people of Haiti by sending gifts payable to “First
Congregational UCC” marked for “OGHS — Haiti.” They
will be sent through our Conference office on to Wider
Church Ministries.

Interested in Becoming a Member of
First Congregational UCC?

During our Sunday worship this February, we will receive
new members into First Congregational United Church of Christ.
If you are interested in becoming a member, you can speak to
Pastor Kent or call the church office at 537-7006. If you want to
learn more or have questions, please let us know. We plan to offer
another Inquirers Lunch opportunity this spring where you can
learn more, but that is not a prerequisite for membership.

There’s no pressure to join, but don’t think that means we
don’t want you to. We would be delighted if you are interested in
becoming a member. No matter who you are, or where you are on
life’s journey, you are welcome here—as a member or a friend.
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Annual Meeting Notes —from the moderator

The annual meeting of First Congregational Church,
Manhattan UCC, took place after church on Sunday, January 24.
After Pastor Kent led us in prayer, members present voted to
accept the minutes from the last two church meetings (Jan. 25,
2009 and Nov. 8, 2009) and the 2009 Annual Report of the
Congregation. We then took final action on the 2010 Mission
Spending Plan (the Budget for 2010). The members voted to adopt
the budget with one amendment to the first item under the Mission
and Outreach board budget.

We unanimously voted to adopt an OCWM (Our Church’s
Wider Mission) contribution that would reflect 10% of our
operating budget, whether or not that amount was over the $18,700
budgeted. The members present felt it was an important statement
of our church’s mission to tithe 10% of our budget to the wider
mission of our local church. The Cabinet was directed to find out
the exact amount of what constitutes the operating budget, and
then direct 10% of that amount to the OCWM line of the budget.

We then dealt with the overall budget itself. With the
completion of our 2010 Stewardship Drive, the church was facing
a considerable projected budget deficit by the middle of December.
With input from the various church boards and under consultation
with Pastor Kent, the Cabinet had trimmed the originally proposed
2010 spending plan as much as possible without affecting the core
programming needs and building maintenance for our church
congregation. Every attempt was made to cut all possible budgets
to reflect actual expenses during the past year. Cabinet then voted
to use an additional $5,000 in interest earned on our non-restricted
funds toward meeting the projected deficit. It is important for the
congregation to understand that none of the principal of any of our
gifts bequeathed to the church, and none of the specifically
Endowed funds, were used in adopting our budget.

That left the members present at the meeting still facing a
deficit of $13,697. The consensus of the Cabinet, endorsed by the
members present at the meeting, is to challenge all of us to
increase our individual pledges whenever possible. To use the
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famous metaphor of the Apostle Paul, an increase in the financial
gifts of each member of the body of Christ can help make the
whole body more financially healthy. Here are some ways this can
work:

We have 48 pledging units (we can still accept more of these!)
If every pledging unit could give $24 more per month, we could
erase the deficit.

$13,697 ~48 = $285.354 more per unit per year,
or $23.78 per month

$13,697 ~40 = $324.425 more per unit per year,
or $28.54 per month

$13, 697 +30= $456.57 more per unit per year,
or $38.05 per month

$13,697 +24 = $570.71 more per unit per year,
or $47.56 per month

$13,697 +20= $684.85 more per unit per year,
or $57.07 per month

$13,697+~10=$1,369.70 more per unit per year,
or $114.14 per month

If you feel you can increase your monthly pledge to the
church, you can call or email Chasity in the Church Office, or
email or speak with our Financial Secretary, Joy Schell. The more
of us who can help out, the more quickly we can meet all the needs
of our church budget, and, more importantly, fully support the
mission of the Body of Christ that is First Congregational Church,
Manbhattan.

Gretchen Lewis, Moderator

News Flash via Joy Schell:

"Within five minutes of the Annual Meeting adjournment, the
first increased 2010 pledge of $270.84 was received."”
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BRENT MANER HEADING TO VIENNA
AS A FULBRIGHT SCHOLAR

First Congregational member Brent Maner, an associate
professor of history at K-State, will spend most of the spring
semester at a prestigious research center in Vienna as a Fulbright
scholar.

He will be a senior visiting fellow at the International
Research Center for the Cultural Sciences in Vienna from March
through June. The U.S. and Austrian governments are jointly
funding his Fulbright grant.

“The center supports several scholars each semester from
Austria and around the world. It holds a regular research
colloquium, which I will participate in, and encourages fellows to
establish connections to scholars in Vienna,” Brent said.

Brent, who is on sabbatical leave from K-State for the 2009-
2010 school year, spent much of fall 2009 working in Berlin and
Frankfurt, Germany, on his research project, "Cities of
Speculation: Cultural Representations of the Vienna, Berlin and
Frankfurt Stock Exchanges from 1866 to 1933." He also will work
on the project while in Vienna.

He also plans to read novels and impressionistic essays from
the time period that featured bankers, brokers and stock market
speculators in their story lines. He said he would like to develop
an undergraduate course about the history of European cities,
including Vienna.

The Fulbright Program is the flagship international
educational exchange program sponsored by the U.S. government
and 1s designed to increase mutual understanding between the
people of the United States and the people of other countries. The
program sends approximately 1,100 American scholars and
professionals each year to around 125 countries, where they lecture
and/or conduct research in a wide variety of academic and
professional fields.
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Sign Up Now for
Festive Feasters

Festive Feaster starts again in
February and continues through
May. We will have the same
format as before—Groups of about
eight persons meeting once a month
for a meal at the hosts’ house or at a
restaurant. Really no rules—just a
good way to get to know our church
family. Contact Donna Keyser at 537-7006 or
office@uccmanhattan.org if you would like to be included in a
2010 Festive Feasters group.

Women of the Church Lunch Bunch

February 3 Join the Women of the Church for Lunch Bunch
on Wednesday, February 3, at the Prairie Star in Meadowlark. It’s
not for women only—everyone is welcome to join us for lunch at
11:30 A.M.

Study & Discussion Opportunities for Adults

The Doane College Choir
Kurt Runestad, Conductor
Saturday, January 30, 7:00 P.M.
FREE CONCERT

First Congregational United Church of Christ
700 Poyntz Avenue, Manhattan

The Choir will also sing in the Sunday Worship Service on
January 31.
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Coming This Week to Pioneer Hall
A Christian Response
to the War in Afghanistan

Join us Sundays at 9:30 A.M. in Pioneer Hall as the Adult Forum
explores the situation in Afghanistan. This three-part series begins
on January 31 and continues February 7 and 14. Mark your
calendars! Tell your friends! You won't want to miss it!

Session 1 Historical and Political Background on Afghanistan
Our own Bill Richter is our presenter for this overview of the
situation in Afghanistan and how we got there.

Session 2 Afghan Perspectives
Our presenters will include at least one Afghan citizen, Khalid
Waziri, and possibly one or two others

Session 3 Rebuilding

Our presenter will be Dr. Yar Ebadi , Dean of College of Business
Administration at Kansas State University. Ebadi is Afghan by
origin, and is the leader of a project on rebuilding universities in
Afghanistan. Some may remember that Ebadi spoke to our Adult
Forum following the 9-11 attacks.

Thursday Evening Bible Study

Our Thursday evening Bible Study wraps up its discussion of
Rob Bell’s book Velvet Elvis: Repainting the Christian Faith. The
group is currently discussing what our next topic will be, and we
invite you to join that conversation at 5:30 P.M. Thursdays in
Blachly Hall. You are welcome to bring a brown bag supper or
snacks, and child care is provided. We conclude by 6:45 for those
attending Taizé worship at 7:00.
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Youth Corner

Youth Schedule
January 31, 7:00-9:00 P.M. Swimming at the Natatorium, $3.00
February 7, 6:30-8:30 P.M. Our Whole Lives Class

February 11™ and 12"™ Our Whole Lives Retreat at Camp White
Leaving Manhattan at 7:00 P.M. and returning the
next day at 3:00 P.M.

February 21, 6:30-8:30 P.M. Our Whole Lives Class
February 28, Bowling and Pool at the K-State Student Union

Sunday, February 7

The youth will be coordinating the Souper Bowl of Caring again
this year. Our goal is 220 items and $225 in donations—up just
slightly from our best year in 2007 where we collected 218 items
and $224 in cash. All cash will go toward The Second Helping
ministry of our congregation. Feel free to bring in items on
January 31 and February 7!
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Worship & Church Volunteers

January 31, 2010

Flowers..................... Marsha Tannehill

Greeters.................... Anne & Dale Stearns, Volunteer Needed
Scripture Reader ...... Donna Keyser

Word for Children... Jerry Hanna
Fellowship Hour ....... Donna Keyser & Millie Schroeder

Snow Removal........... Donna Keyser & Millie Schroeder

.................................... (through February 6)

February 7, 2010

Flowers........cccc.......... Volunteer Needed

Greeters..................... Brad Logan & Lauren Ritterbush,
Volunteer Needed

Scripture Reader ...... Kent Cormack

Word for Children... Atina Hanna
Fellowship Hour ....... Mary Ellen Barkley

Snow Removal........... The Westons (through February 13)
February 14, 2010

Flowers...................... Volunteer Needed
Greeters..................... Volunteers Needed

Scripture Reader...... Ann Smit

Word for Children... Volunteer Needed
Fellowship Hour ....... Ann Smit
Snow Removal........... Jim Ahrens (through February 20)
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The Second Helping is a local mission of First
Congregational UCC. It serves a hot meal every

The Second Helping S

Sunday evening and provides sack breakfast and
lunch items to each guest. To volunteer, contact
Mandy Strawn at 537-7006 or
office@uccmanhattan.org.

January 31, 2010

Chief Cook................ Bob Atchinson

Volunteers................. Manhattan Mennonite Church,
Caren Knicklebine

Dessert....................... Bill Pugh

February 7, 2010

Chief Cook................ Volunteer Needed

Volunteers................. Ann Gleason, Caren Knicklebine

Dessert....................... Marian Fuller

February 14, 2010

Chief Cook................ Andy Barkley

Volunteers................. Mary Ellen Barkley, Ann Gleason

Dessert....................... Barbara Withee
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Community News

Crisis Center Volunteer Training

January 30 and February 6, 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. at First
Presbyterian church, 801 Leavenworth, the Crisis Center will offer
a domestic violence / sexual assault workshop and volunteer
training program. Call 539-7935 to reserve your spot. A
registration fee of $15.00 will cover training materials and
supplies.

Manhattan Helps Haiti 1tems for the carthquake

victims of Haiti are being collected throughout Manhattan. Items
can be donated until February 20. Collection points in the area are
Briggs, Sherwin-Williams, Waters True Value, Orscheln Farm and
Home, Ray’s Apple Market, and the Manhattan Town Center
Customer Service office.

Transgender Friendly Therapy at KSU
The Kansas State University Family Center is now offering
transgender-friendly services ranging from gender identity
exploration to transitioning to another gender. Services will be
provided by trained marriage and family therapy graduate students.
Conversion therapy will NOT be provided. To schedule an
appointment call the KSU Family Center at 532-6984. The KSU
Family Center is located on campus at 101 Campus Creek
Complex. If you need any more information, please feel free to
contact Rebecca Culver-Turner at rculver@ksu.edu, or Marjorie
Miller msmiller@ksu.edu.
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

WE NEED YOUR HELP! e 02
We need your help to make the 2010 phone directory of members (785) 537-7006

and friends of First Congregational as accurate as possible. Please uccmanhattan.org
fill out this form and return it to the church office by February 8.

If nothing has changed from the 2009 directory, all you need to do
is check that box. Before you forget, take minute to fill out the
form, and either place it in the pocket on the office door or mail it
to the church. You may also call the office between 9:00 and 3:00
Monday-Friday, or send a note to office@uccmanhattan.org.

Names:

Address:

Zip

Home #
Work #
Cell #

E-mails

Addition Info: (birthdays, anniversaries, emergency contact)

D No changes from 2009 information
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February
Birthdays f e ﬁfru ary

Lysle Oppenlander 15 Carol Chalmers
Joanna Smit 17 Don Cannon ‘R em m 6

Brad Logan 17 Nicholas Douglas Dates tO € ey
Van Withee 22 Christie Crenshaw

Andrew Barkley 23 Martha Miller February 3  Lunch Bunch at Prairie Star

Jan Lange 23 Donna Keyser Board Meetings: Trustees,

Tim Keane 23 Kaylin Getty Deacons, Christian Ed. and
Damien Hebert 27  Dorothy Nonamaker Mission & Outreach

Kathryn Bleam 28  Lilly Marshall
Paul Young 28  VictorForce February 7  UCCWomen's Sunday
Souper Bowl of Caring

j-'ebruary 8  Newsletter Deadline

February 10 Vitality Team Meeting
Cabinet Meeting

February 17 Ash Wednesday +
j—'eﬁrum’y February 22 Newsletter Deadline

Anniversaries

Doyle Barnes & Sherwood Bishop
Marc Johnson & Karen Penner
Van & Barbara Withee




