TR AT ST A T R, | Ry W [ T G S A L R ML

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

= e

Volume 52 Number 16 October 31, 2007
v Ay s areeve s e e S, [ T Je remr e s e e e S
Sunday School for all ages at 9:30 am. 700 Poyntz Avenue
Sunday Worship at 10:45 am. Manhattan, Kansas 66502
Second Helping Dinner at 5:15 p.m. telephone 785-537-7006
Thursday Evening Taiz¢ at 7:00 p.m. www.uccmanhattan.org

AT AR ST AR T R AT lll_.',‘-I " ‘E, ". flll AT AL E N B AL B

Intentionality, Practice, and Vitality

by Diana Butler Bass

Diana Butler Bass is a scholar and author who has done extensive
study on mainline churches. Her book From Nomads to Pilgrims has
been part of the reading for our Vitality Team. I commend this article
to you—this is information not often heard. I welcome your thoughts
and feedback. Grace & Peace, Kent

Since Alban’s publication of The Practicing Congregation in
2004, when I first wrote about my research on vital mainline
churches, hundreds of clergy groups and church leadership
gatherings have invited me to share with them insights on what
makes for a good congregation. At every gathering, I include the
project’s key finding: “Congregations that intentionally engage
Christian practices are congregations that experience new vitality.”

The sentence combines three components: intentionality, practice,
and vitality. Further defining them, I point out that intentionality
involves choice and taking responsibility [continued p. 2]
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for individual and communal spirituality; that practice is not a
program, rather it is a meaningful way of life; and that vitality
cannot be measured in terms of numbers as it means spiritual
health and maturity. A vital congregation is one where all
people—including the pastor—are growing members of an organic
community of spiritual practice.

Inevitably, someone asks: “How does this relate to a Willow Creek
strategy for church growth?”” Most every pastor knows about
Willow Creek and its wildly successful seeker-oriented, market-
driven church growth program—and many pastors have labored to
re-create such programs in their own churches or denominations.

Until recently, my answer has been, “Not very well. They focus
on numbers, on getting people into church, and on ‘one-size fits
all” programs for the spiritual life. That isn’t bad for them; it is
their path. And it is different from what my team found in small
and medium-sized mainline churches. We found the programs
don’t make Christians. Practices do.”

Now, however, I can answer in the words of Bill Hybels, the
founding pastor of Willow Creek, as reported on the Leadership
Journal blog. After an extensive study of their congregation (and
several similar churches), Willow Creek’s leaders concluded that
participation in programs did not inculcate Christian discipleship
and that they had spent “millions of dollars” on programs thinking
that they would help people grow—only to find that there was no
real increase in parishioners’ love for God or their neighbor.

“We made a mistake,” says Hybels. “What we should have done
when people crossed the line of faith and became Christians, we
should have started telling people and teaching people that they
have to take responsibility to become ‘self-feeders.” We should
have gotten people, taught people, how to read their Bible between
service, how to do the spiritual practices much more aggressively
on their own.”

Notice what Hybels says is missing: intentionality, practice, and
vitality. Or, as the Leadership blog put it, “Spiritual growth
doesn’t happen best by becoming dependent on elaborate church
programs but through the age-old spiritual practices of prayer,
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Bible reading, and relationships. These basic disciplines do not
require multi-million dollar facilities and hundreds of staff to
manage.”

To point this out is not “I told you so.” Rather, this is a profound
development in North American congregational life. When one of
the nation’s leading programmatic churches says that programs do
not work and that their vision of Christian maturity was “wrong,”
we best all sit up and take notice.

For almost a decade, the Alban Institute has been gently switching
its emphasis from program-oriented and technical fixes for
congregations to re-basing vital congregational life on spiritual
practices, including prayer, theological reflection, generosity,
storytelling, discernment, shaping community, hospitality, and
leadership. Drawing insights from mainline churches, progressive
evangelical communities, and Jewish synagogues (most often off-
the-map and modest congregations), Alban authors have offered
diverse wisdom from creative spiritual communities that have
grappled successfully with the very issues that Willow Creek is
now seeking to address. In a kind of spiritual irony, this modest
wisdom may be the very thing that mega-churches like Willow
Creek need in order to experience a deeper way of life—the
maturity in faith that they admit is eluding thousands of their
members.

In all of this, we may well feel the Spirit’s tug toward a different
kind of congregational cooperation. What if we begin to see other
faith communities as pilgrims on a journey to God instead of as
competitors in a religion marketplace? Can we share with and
serve each other as we walk a new—yet very old—road of shaping
communal faith as a way of wisdom?

I do not read Bill Hybels’s confession as a moment to shout that
the emperor has no clothes. Instead, I read it as an invitation to
open our collective imaginations—to rethink congregations, form
new relationships, and encourage one another on a journey of
transformation. We all, even Willow Creek, need friends along the
way.

Copyright © 2007, the Alban Institute. Reprinted by permission.
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Sharing and Caring

Prayers and Concerns

These items are not viewable on this website.
Please call the church office for further information.

Thank You

e Duane Kiefer for volunteering to represent First
Congregational on the Shepherd’s Crossing board.

e First Congregational U.C.C.: Thank you on behalf of the
Crisis Center, Inc. for the opportunity to use your facilities
and equipment for our Fall 2007 Domestic Violence/Sexual
Assault Workshop and Volunteer Training Program.
Sincerely, — Gaby Neal, Volunteer Coordinator

e On behalf of everyone at the Ecumenical Campus Ministry
at Kansas State University, I wanted to thank you for your
recent contribution. We depend on gifts from our friends
who believe in the importance of our work with students
and our involvement in the life of the university. Your
financial assistance is valued and will go a long way to
support the ongoing work at CrossRoads of ECM.

— David Jones, Campus Pastor
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Helping
e Need a ride to church? Contact one of our transportation

volunteers: Jim & Carolyn Hodgson, Mike & Martha
Miller, Bill Pallett, and Jeff Keller

Congratulations to

e Jim and Carolyn (Schwab) Hodgson who were united in
marriage in a ceremony at their home on October 27.

e John and Michelle Withee, Greenwich, Connecticut
announce the birth of their son, James Hedrick Withee, on
September 25, 2007. Grandparents are David and Nilma
Igdiloff of Boca Raton, Florida and Barbara and Van
Withee of Manhattan. James has a sister, Madeleine, who
is eleven years and a brother, Grant Laureston, who is two
and one-half years.

e Bonnie Lynn-Sherow who participated in the Connect
Seminar that took her on a 5,00 mile trek through Canada
this summer where she met with various Canadian officials
and scholars learning more about the country to augment
the K-State’s Canadian studies program and her courses in
Canadian history, North American Indian history and the
history of agriculture.

Time Talent Treasure
October 29 was Stewardship Sunday

If you have not had a chance to return your giving commitment
card for 2008, please give it prayerful consideration, fill it out, and
return it to the church. We can’t be the church without you.

Time and Talent Surveys are included in this newsletter.
Everyone of every age is encouraged to complete a survey as a part
of your stewardship. Keeping our database up to date helps us
know who is interested in various opportunities. Return the
completed form by mail, in the Sunday offering, or to the church
office.

page 5

Rummage Sale a Success!

The Fall Rummage Sale was held on Oct. 19
and 20. This effort would be impossible
without the efforts of many volunteers. Our

congregation provided generous donations of O&L
household goods, clothing, toys, and more. %
The Women of the Church worked hard to

unpack, organize, and display all the merchandise, and Tracey
Weston and the Youth Group brought in and managed the sale of

furniture donations. I am grateful for the men who helped set up
tables and racks in the basement.

Thanks go to all the people who helped with unpacking, selling,
and clean-up. A partial list includes: Marian & Jim Fuller,
Gretchen Lewis, Victor Force, Carolyn Schwab, Lois Sauer, Ann
Smit, Brent Maner, Chantel Vogel, Angela Hubler, Kerri & Nicki
Keller, Kathy Bleam, Marge Bayer, Dave Manning, and Virginia
Bigbee. Barbara Withee arranged for lunch on Saturday, making
sure our sales staff were sustained for the great take-down and
clean-up. A special thank you to Martha Miller and Joy Schell,
who did “yeowoman” service in getting things set-up. They
answered many questions, helped keep things on track, and have
my undying gratitude.

The sale generated $781.89 for the Women of the Church and
$310.00 for the Youth Group. I think we can call this Rummage
Sale a success! — Judy Willingham, coordinator

Notice of Congregational Meeting

The Annual Budget and Election meeting will be held Sunday,
November 11, following morning worship. Agenda items will

include presentation of the proposed 2008 operating budget
and the election of officers, cabinet members, and board
members for 2008. Copies of the proposed budget are now
available for review.
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Pastoral Evaluation Update

At the potluck luncheon on October 21, the Board of Deacons
asked for member input to help us evaluate our church and Pastor
Kent’s ministry. Instead of completing a detailed survey this year,
the Deacons are asking members simply to respond to four
questions:

1. What was the experience of Pastor Kent’s sabbatical like for
you personally and for the Church?

2. Did the sabbatical change anything about how you view Pastor
Kent’s ministry?
3. How are we doing generally as a Church?

4. 1If you have concerns, are there areas of Kent’s ministry that
could help address those concerns?

Deacons noted the discussions on these questions at several tables,
while at other tables members preferred to respond in writing.

If you could not attend the potluck, or were there and would like to
respond further, the Deacons would still like to hear from you.
Please submit your responses to the four questions above to Jeff
Peterson, Deacons’ Presiding Officer, by November 15, 2007.

Jeff’s contact information is:
Email address: office@uccmanhattan.org

Celebrate the Harvest!

Annual Harvest Potluck Dinner and
Celebration Sunday, November 18

Join us after worship for great food and
fellowship. Each family is asked to bring a
main dish and either a salad, vegetable or
dessert to share. Also, please bring your own table service to make
cleanup easier. Coffee and a fruit drink will be provided. There
will be several door prizes so plan to come prepared to enjoy the
company of church friends and a great harvest meal.

Christian Education

UCC Women of the Church

Lunch Bunch November 7

We are heading to Alma! We will leave from
First Congregational at 11:00 A.M. In Alma
we will visit Peace United Church of Christ
and will eat at the Little Café Around the
Corner. Please call Martha Miller at 537-7006
so she can coordinate the carpool.
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Fall Weenie Roast & S’mores Cookout

A big thank you to Jim Flak and Don Cannon for the
generous hosting of our Fall Weenie Roast! The fire
they prepared for us was wonderful and they kept it
burning hot so that everyone was able to cook their
hot dogs and toast marshmallows. We had a few
lost dogs in the ashes and it was fun watching
people attempt to retrieve them. At one point some
of the boys were playing a game of dare about who would actually
eat it. However, common sense intervened and the dog was tossed
before human mouths could make contact.

It was great fun watching the adults and youth interact with the
many types of goats that Jim and Don have. As you can see for
yourself, I am not sure who was more enamored with whom — the
adults, youth or the goats. After the youth had their fill and ran
around the farm expending some of their energy, they traveled
onto Topeka for some Halloween fun.

We ended the evening sitting around the campfire swapping stories
and enjoying the night air. Extra bonuses: a huge harvest moon
rose over the horizon and hot chocolate with marshmallows.

Thanks to everyone who came and made it an enjoyable evening.
A special thanks to Dave and Ann Smit who brought the goodies
with them and helped clean up.
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Adult Forum Sundays at 9:30 A.M.

COUNTERING PHARAON'S
PRODUCTION-CONSUMPTION
SOCIETY TODAY
featuring Old Testament scholar Walter Brueggemann
“It is a journey from slavery to covenant that we keep making over

and over again...because Pharaoh has immense power always to
draw us back into slavery.”

November 4 -- The Way Out
November 11 -- The Decalogue
November 18 -- Countering Caesar
November 25 -- An Act of Imagination
December 2 -- On Not Doing God Any Favors

From the Christian Education Director

Dear Congregation,

I wanted to give you an update on the state of Christian
Education as we come to a close of the calendar year. For those of
you who are not familiar with our accommodations for our Sunday
School for children, here are some tidbits of information. We are
very blessed in this church to have several rooms that are designed
for the children’s discovery and growth. Downstairs we have three
rooms that come off the main Andover Hall. One room has plates,
cups and saucers and a large table. Here we are able to portray
meals that may have been given during the Old Testament times or
when Jesus walked the earth. This fits nicely because one of our
lessons that we use is “Eating Your Way through the Bible” and at
times it also fits with “Mary and Martha’s Bed and Breakfast”
theme.
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The middle room has several computers that are well equipped
and connected to the Internet. Quite often during Sunday School
class we will look up on the computer such things as Pathways to
Jerusalem that is within “Bible @ your Fingertips” or “Faith
Today” which gives us insight on international missions that this
church supports. This room also has a huge mural world map
which works well when we talk about “Where in the World Is?”

The third room has musical instruments of sorts which are
sometimes used when we have “Bible Improv” and “Moved by the
Spirit”.

Upstairs we have a wonderful arts and crafts room that is filled
with all kinds of paper, paints, crayons, scissors, beads, cotton
balls and well just too many things to name here. However, this
allows us to be creative in making pictures, 3-D paper sculptures
and more to illustrate the lessons we have to offer.

I am sure that most of you already know that we also have a
wonderful theatre upstairs as well. We have a large screen, video
projector and a DVD/VCR player. We have collected a rather
good assortment of films on Bible stories that can be expanded
upon after viewing. The children have some wonderful things to
teach us as well.

All of these wonderful resources are at our fingertips just
waiting to be utilized to enhance the learning experience of our
children from age 3 trough 6™ grade. However, we have been
sorely lacking in one area: people willing to teach and learn with
the children. At the moment, there are only seven people who
have come forward to teach. The list of those who might possibly
be willing some day to teach is very slim.

We have a rotation that is very easy and you can even team
teach as the Keller’s and the Hanna’s do. The rotation is set up so
that each person teaches one lesson for one month but adapts that
lesson to three different age groups. This means that you use the
same lesson but one Sunday you teach the pre-kindergarten group
that lesson and the next Sunday you teach the 1% through 3™
graders.
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I urge you to volunteer for a rotation of teaching Sunday
School. There are many here who will assist you in as many ways
as we can but we need people to be with our children. Please
contact me, Mary Ray. You can email me at
CEdirector@uccmanhattan.org, phone me at home 537-7006 or
just let me know at church. I await your time part of your
stewardship pledge.

Blessings in Christ,
Mary Ray, Christian Education Director

Worship & Church Volunteers

Youth Corner

Workers-R-US (and cftoxe)

The youth will once again be offering services to those who need
odd jobs done. Please call Tracey Weston to coordinate at 537-
7006. All donations will be used in the annual Adopt-a-Family
program.

Thank you to Shai Buelow, Sean Weston, and Chloe Weston for
helping with the furniture section of the rummage sale. Also,
thanks to all who donated furniture for the sale.

Fourteen youth attended the cookout at Don and Jim’s goat farm
on Saturday night. From there we went to Garry’s Berry’s in
Topeka to experience the Haunted House and corn maze. Youth
returned to the church for a slumber party. Many thanks to Don
and Jim for welcoming the active bunch; to Angela Hubler, Rob
and Angela Hays for helping transport the kids; and to Scott Steele
for chaperoning the slumber party. What a fun evening!

Sunday School - The youth will be starting a new curriculum titled

A Place at the Table: Struggles for Equality in America. Feel free
to drop in any time to join our discussions--even if you're older
than 18. Donuts are always provided. Our church historians are
always welcome to come and help add perspective to our
discussions.

Thanks, Tracey Weston, Youth Ministry Coordinator
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November 4, 2007

Sanctuary Flowers... Marsha Tannehill

Greeters.................... Kathy Bleam

Scripture Reader ..... Sue Zschoche

Word for Children .. Martha Miller

Fellowship Hour ...... Judy Davis & Sue Zschoche

Lawn Mowing.......... Volunteer Needed (through November 10)

November 11, 2007

Sanctuary Flowers... Sharyl Reynard

Greeters.................... Shai Buelow

Scripture Reader ..... Volunteer Needed

Word for Children .. Marian Fuller

Fellowship Hour ...... Jean Hill

Lawn Mowing.......... Volunteer Needed (through November 17)

November 18, 2007

Sanctuary Flowers... Barbara Withee

Greeters.................... Volunteers Needed

Scripture Reader ..... Volunteer Needed

Word for Children .. Tracey Weston

Fellowship Hour ...... Potluck!

Lawn Mowing.......... Volunteer Needed (through November 24)
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The Second Helping

The Second Helping is a local mission of First Congregational
UCC. It serves a hot meal every Sunday evening and provides

sack breakfast and lunch items to each guest. To volunteer,
contact Sandy O’Grady (537-7006).
November 4, 2007

The Second Helping (‘PS

Chief Cook ............... TBA

Volunteers................ Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Christine Davis, Ann Gleason

Dessert ...................... TBA

November 11, 2007

Chief Cook ............... Paula Ford
Volunteers................ Ann Gleason
Dessert.....ccccceeve.... TBA
November 18, 2007

Chief Cook ............... Ann Smit
Volunteers................ ESA Sorority
Dessert.......cccuen....... Ann Smit

Community News

Manhattan Catholic Schools 27t Annual

Buttons 'n Bows Craft Fair will be held at Manhattan
Catholic Schools on November 10th, 2007. With artists and
crafters from six states featured in 3 buildings selling their
beautiful hand-made items, the Fair is a great way to find
decorations for the upcoming holidays or gifts for family and
friends. Lunch and baked goods are available throughout the day.
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Shepherd’s Crossing Needs $$

Shepherd’s Crossing is a local ecumenical ministry supported by
our congregation and about 30 others which assists Riley County
residents in crisis. Shepherd’s Crossing offers budget counseling,
referrals to other local social service agencies, and financial
assistance with rent, utilities, and prescription medications for
those who qualify. This year Shepherd’s Crossing has counseled
and assisted more families than ever before, and the agency is
running low on funds. If you would like to make a donation to
Shepherd’s Crossing, please mark your check or envelope clearly
and place it in the offering, or send your gift to Shepherd’s
Crossing, P.O. Box 1919, Manhattan, KS 66505.

KSU Fair Trade Market Place

Come to the second annual KSU Fair Trade Marketplace to
purchase handmade, alternative holiday gifts! The marketplace
will be held November 12, 13 and 14 from 10:00 A.M. to 4:00
P.M. daily. You will find the fair in the Cottonwood, Flint Hills
and Sunflower rooms of the K-State Student Union. The fair
features numerous Fair Trade vendors offering coffee, tea,
chocolates, clothing, jewelry, pottery, greeting cards, woven
baskets, wood carvings, and many other fine products. Buying
Fair Trade supports a fair wage, healthy work environments and

sustainablgrbusiness Ejéationshi s for farmers and artisans
throughout HRwOHA gi%p%{g&fgmlmovemenﬂ
Limite mgisava t U , 1021
Denisoﬂ&ﬁﬁ@a%ﬁﬁcﬁﬁwg

In addition to sponsoring the Holiday Marketplace, the KSU Fair
Trade Advocates will be showing Silent Killer, a documentary
about the unfinished campaign against world hunger, on Monday,
November 12, at 7:00 P.M. The film will be shown in the
Hemisphere Room of K-State's Hale Library and is co-sponsored
by the Dow Chemical Multicultural Resource Center. There is no
charge for admission.
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21t Annual German Ethnic Dinner

and International Craft Sale
Sunday November 11 at Pottorf Hall in CiCo Park

Dinner (including borscht, whole wheat bread, whole hog sausage,
New Year’s cookies and beverage) will be served from 12:00 to
6:00 P.M. Tickets are $8.00 for adults and $4.50 for children
under 12 years of age. One dollar from every adult ticket will
support Manhattan Habitat for Humanity.

The crafts are from Ten Thousand Villages and are made by
artisans in developing countries. All proceeds from the craft sale
will be returned to promote such self-help projects. Meal purchase
is not required for crafts or bake sale-come and browse! For more
information or tickets, call (785) 539-0479 or visit our website at
www.manhattan.ks.us.mennonite.net. Sponsored by the
Manhattan Mennonite Church.

Forum on Stem Cell Research
November 9 at 7:00 P.M.
at the Colonial Church UCC in Prairie Village.

A distinguished panel of four will address the topic of stem cell
research with a question and answer period to following. The
panel includes:

Brad Kemp

Director of the Kansas Coalition for Lifesaving Cures
Dr. Barbara P. Lukhert

Professor of Endocrinology at the KU Medical Center
Rev. John Tamilio III

Senior Minister, the Colonial Church in Prairie Village
Terrie Huntington

Kansas State House of Representatives (R), Dist. #25

This event is free and open to the public. The Colonial Church in
Prairie Village is located at 7039 Mission Rd. Prairie Village, KS.
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Birthdags

Kyle Weston
Jack Graefe
Melodie Pooler
Cameron Hawk
Pat Caffey
Richard Hoag
Burke Bayer
Jerry Hanna
David Bayer
Brie Sherow
Kyle Mankin
Paul Hargrove
Jonathan Vogel

20
21
22
22
22
23
23
25
26
27
27
27
27

Charles Thompson 28

Tom Yeager

Jim Ahrens
Jenny Clark
Sheri Graefe
Barbara Withee
Reta McDermott
Paul Angle

Dan Clark

Emily Hortin
Sharon Sherwood
Gene Stepp

Al Cochran
Joseph Johnson
Kourtni Weisbrod
Charles Barkley

A_nniversaries

12 Tom & Tammi Yeager
22 Pate & Judy Willingham
24  Myron & Nancy Westgate

November

2007

Dates to Remember
November 4 All Saints' Sunday
Fill the Breadbasket
November 7 Lunch Bunch at
The Little Café Around
the Corner, Alma
Board Meetings
November 11 Congregational
Meeting
November 12 Newsletter Deadline
November 14 Vitality Team
Cabinet Meeting
November 18 Harvest Potluck
November 22 Thanksgiving Day
Office Closed
November 26 Newsletter Deadline




Sun Mon T ue Wed Thu Fri Sat
i 2 3
NOVEMBER 2007 = -
7:00 6:30
+ ALL SAINTS SUNDAY | 5 ‘ ; ] 9 o
891?) [ lection Dag 11:30! 10:00 $t 1& &
10:45 ) 6:00 #
Fill the Breadbasket 7:00 ™ 7:00

12:00 +H

5:15

I 12 1% 14 15 16 17

8:30 ) . .

o a0 12:00 5 6:00 ) 6:00 + 1&,

10:45 .

12:00 Congregational Meeting ?:OO &&( 7:30 > 7:00 6:00

5:15 #H#

18 19 20 21 22 2% 24

8:30 P g

9:30 10:00 $4 1 & ¥ Thanksgiving
10:45 - 6:00
12:00 Harvest Potluck Dinner

5:15 No Taizé
25 REIGN of CHRIST 26 27 28 29 30

8:30 12:00 $

9:30 ] 6:00
10:45

7:00 .

12:00 7:00

5:15




