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Danke

I have not had a chance to say thank you to all of you who
extended such a warm welcome to Judith Uhrmeister, the
seminarian from our partner church in Baden, Germany. Judith
was in our Kansas-Oklahoma UCC churches for over a month as
part of the partnership program between the conference and the
Evangelischer Stadtkirche of Baden. When I picked Judith up in
Topeka, I knew the face was familiar. However I could not
remember which day and city from the whirlwind tour Bill and I
shared with our partner church last April. Judith pinned it down
for us—we met at fellowship hour after worship at the church
headquarters in Karlsrhue. Another assurance that coffee hour is
perhaps close to a third sacrament.

Special thanks go to Brent Maner and our campus pastor
David Jones. Each invited Judith to be part of classes that they
were teaching at Kansas State University. Judith reports that Brent
is a great teacher of German history and that David’s leadership
seminar was particularly interesting. /continued page 2]
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Thanks also to the Festive Feasters group hosted by Jim and
Carolyn Hodgson which included Judith in their fellowship.

Judith spent about 5% days with First Congregational UCC,
Manbhattan, participating in three worship services, the youth
Sunday School class, an ECM fair trade meeting, and a progressive
dinner at Crossroads of ECM campus ministry.

No it wasn’t all
work. We made it to
some theater at
McCain, toured lots of
Manhattan, and had a
great hike on the
Konza prairie on her
last day in Manhattan.
" (See photo at left.) I
appreciate all that First
Congregational UCC
did to extend a warm
Kansas welcome. A
crucial part of being a
- united and uniting
church is to build these
relationships with our
partner churches.

. Currently, Kansas-

- Oklahoma Conference
maintains two such partnerships. In addition to the protestant
church in the state of Baden, we have an active partnership with
the Madhya Kerala Diocese of the Church of South India.

Grace & Peace, W’
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Sharing and Caring

Prayers and Concerns

Please call the church office for further information.

Thank You

Thank you to the congregation for your many expressions
of care and support before and after Kaia’s birth, and also
during her hospitalization. We are happy to report that she
has fully recovered from her pneumonia and is growing
into a happy, chubby baby. — Jeff & Hikaru Peterson

Thank you for your congregation’s 2008 gift of $400.00 to

CUE—cChicago, United, and Eden Seminaries.

Our seminaries are critical to the life of the United Church

of Christ, and your support is critical to our seminaries!

From all of the dedicated faculty and staff, and energetic,

faith-filled students at our UCC seminaries, thank you!
—Ann S. Moyer, Exectutive Director
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Helping

e Need a ride to church? Contact one of our transportation
volunteers: Jim & Carolyn Hodgson, Bill Pallett, Mike &

Martha Miller, or Jeff Keller.

E-MAIL PRAYER CHAIN

If you wish to be added to the First

Congregational e-mail prayer chain, please

contact marianfuller@gmail.com.

Pochet Change
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Changes
the World!

The Board of Mission
and Outreach says
THANK YOU for your

generous donations to
One Great Hour of
Sharing! As of Sunday,
March 22, our gifts to
OGHS totaled
$1,487.59. That
included over $110 in
pocket change. It's not
too late to give. Just
send your gift marked
OGHS to the church or
place it in the offering
this month.



HOLYWEEK ANDEASTER

Palm Sunday — Sundag of the Passion

April 5 at 10:45 A.M. Join the parade as we re-enact the Palm
Sunday parade with music and a procession into the church Then

we will retell the passion story according to the gospel of Mark in

spoken word and in music.

Maundy Tl'lursc]ay

April 9 at 6:30 P.M. Join us in a simple supper of soup and
bread in Blachly Hall. After the supper we will celebrate Holy
Communion. Child care for infants and toddlers will be provided
during the worship service.

E_astcr Sunday Brca‘d:ast

April 12 at 9:30 A.M The Board of Christian Education
invites you to begin Easter with a potluck breakfast at the church.
Bring food to share—casseroles, sweet rolls, quick breads, fruit, or
whatever strikes your fancy. Drinks will be provided. Sunday
School classes will not meet that morning, so come and enjoy great
food and fellowship. And remember, guests are always welcome!

chtival [T aster WOI‘SI’IiP

April 12 at 10:45 A.M. Celebrate the resurrection in a festival
Service of the Word. Join in music by the Congregational Brass,
the Choir, organ, and congregation. Pastor Kent will preach.

E_astcr E_gg Hunt

April 12 at Noon Don’t miss the egg-citement on the church
lawn following worship. The egg hunt is prepared by the First
Congregational Youth and the Christian
Education Board. There will be no
regular Fellowship Hour on Easter Day.
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Hale Library Concert features

Jenny Lee Cochran Vaughn

The final program of this season’s Hale Library
Concert Series will feature Jenny Lee Cochran, violin, with
William Wingfield, piano, at 7:30 P.M., Friday, April 3, in the
Hale Library at Kansas State University. Contact Cherie Geiser
for ticket information at 532-7447.

Ecumenical Lenten
Worship & Luncheons
Wednesdays at Noon

The Manhattan Ministerial
Association is again sponsoring a

\( series of half hour worship services
followed by lunch on Wednesdays
through April 1.

Join us at Noon at First Christian
Church, Courthouse Plaza, for a brief service followed by lunch.

Spring Clean Up on
Saturday, March 28

The annual Spring Clean-up day at
the church is scheduled for
Saturday, March 28, beginning at
9:00 A.M.; There will be tasks of
all sorts both inside and outside the
church. Please bring gloves and
garden equipment for outside work.
Any time that you can contribute will be appreciated. The Rain
date is April 4 if needed. The Trustees welcome your help!
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Qur doyful Call-
Roowm for Al

While not (yet) shouting from the
rooftops, the Vitality Team has
been steadily working behind the
scenes on some new initiatives for
sharing our joyful call about First
Congregational United Church of Christ. You will soon see
some new pew cards welcoming visitors to our services.
The cards also provide visitors with an opportunity to let
us know if they have questions or would like more
information about our faith community. You may also
notice Vitality Team members wearing “Joyful Call”
buttons to help us be more visible to guests. However,
know that we will still be depending on each one of YOU
to continue extending a warm welcome to everyone in our
midst. Based on feedback we hear from visitors, it really
makes a difference. So, please continue to share your
own joyful call!

You have the opportunity to remember or
honor family or friends by purchasing a lily

for the April 12 Easter worship service. The lilies
are $10.00 each. (Note price correction) You may
send your check and completed form to the church
office or place it in the offering plate on Sunday.
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Thursday Evening Bible Study

After a break during the coldest months, Thursday Evening Bible
Study has resumed. Join us at 5:30 P.M. in Blachly Hall. You are
welcome to bring a brown bag supper or snack. We conclude at
6:45 P.M., just in time for Taizé worship. During Lent we are
studying the book of Amos. Please note: Bible Study will not
meet on Maundy Thursday, April 9.

North Central
Association
K-0 Conference UCC

Meeting

Saturday, March 28, 2009

at White Memorial Camp
Registration 9:30 A.M. Meeting & Worship 10:00
Lunch served at 12:00

Reduced Office Hours while our administrative

assistant is on parental leave, please call ahead to be sure the office
will be open. We will try to have volunteers or staff present
Monday through Wednesday from 9:00 A.M. to Noon. Office
hours at other times will vary. Also, please remember that e-mails
sent to office@uccmanhattan.org may not receive a prompt
response during this time. Please copy time-sensitive e-mails to
pastor@uccmanhattan.org.
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Women of the Church

Worship & Church Volunteers

Lunch Bunch April 1 Lunch Bunch
will meet at IHOP located at 101 Goodfood
Place. The fun begins at 11:30 A.M—no
fooling! All are welcome.

Christian Education

Children’s Activities April 5

During the Sunday School hour on April 5, the children’s classes
will be participating in activities in preparation for Easter such as
coloring eggs and other craft activities. Please join us! Remember
that all ages will join in the Easter breakfast on April 12—no
classes, just food and fellowship.

Our Whole Lives
Special Adult Forum Sunday, April 5

On behalf of the Board of Christian Education, Angela Hubler will
host a presentation on the Our Whole Lives human sexuality
curriculum of the United Church of Christ. We particularly
encourage all parents of children in Sunday School to attend this
information and discussion session.

“Handle with Care” — 2009 Camping

Register now for summer camp at White Memorial Camp.
Remember that if camps do not have enough people registered,
they may be cancelled, so don’t delay. Camp registration forms
are available in the church office.

May 1-3 Mother-Daughter Weekend
June 1-5 Senior High Camp (Grades 9-12)
June 8-12 Junior Camp (Grades 4-6)

June 15-19  Junior High Camp (Grades 7-8)
June 26-27  Family Camp (Grades K-3)
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March 29, 2009

Greeters....................

Dan Clark, Joy Schell

Scripture Reader ..... Sue Zschoche

Word for Children .. Amanda Tross

Fellowship Hour ...... Angela Hubler

Snow Removal ......... Jim Lewis (through April 4)

April 5, 2009

Greeters................... Brent Maner, Chantel Vogel
Scripture Reader ..... Chantel Vogel

Word for Children .. Kent Cormack

Fellowship Hour ...... Lauren Ritterbush

Lawn Mowing.......... volunteer needed (through April 11)
April 12, 2009

Greeters.................... Jeff Keller, Carol Chalmers
Scripture Reader ..... Gretchen Lewis

Word for Children .. Jim Mock

Fellowship Hour ...... Easter Egg Hunt (no fellowship hour)
Lawn Mowing.......... volunteer needed (through April 18)
April 19, 2009

Greeters.................... Jenny Clark, Marla Bugbee

Scripture Reader .....
Word for Children ..
Fellowship Hour ......
Lawn Mowing..........
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Bill Pugh

Martha Miller

volunteer needed

volunteer needed (through April 25)




The Second Helping

The Second Helping is a local mission of First
Congregational UCC. It serves a hot meal every
Sunday evening and provides sack breakfast and
lunch items to each guest. To volunteer, contact
Mandy Strawn at 785-537-7006.

March 29, 2009

&S
&

Chief Cook ............... Karen Franz
Volunteers................ Christy Crenshaw
Manhattan Mennonite Church
Dessert...................... Christy Crenshaw
April 5, 2009
Chief Cook ............... Andy Barkley
Volunteers ................ Ann Gleason, Caren Knicklebine
Phi Eta Sigma
Dessert...................... Bonnie Lynn-Sherow
April 12, 2009
Chief Cook ............... Victor Force
Volunteers ................ Ann Gleason, Kathy Bleam,

volunteers needed
Dessert........ccovvuenenee. volunteer needed

April 19, 2009

Chief Cook ............... volunteer needed

Volunteers................ Ann Gleason, KSU Campus Ministry
Caren Knicklebine

Dessert ...................... volunteer needed
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