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Tower Chime DedicationTower Chime DedicationTower Chime DedicationTower Chime Dedication    
SundaySundaySundaySunday    
April 19April 19April 19April 19        
From high above the 
streets of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, to the tower 
of First Congregational 
United Church of Christ 
in Manhattan, Kansas, 
the project that began in 
April of 2007 rounds the 
final bend with a 
celebratory worship 
service this Sunday at 
10:45 A.M.       
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I have to say, it was quite a project that the congregation 
cooked up while I was on sabbatical in 2007—but I guess I asked 
for it when I invited you to do new things while I was gone.  
Nearly two years have passed since the initial conversations with 
the First Presbyterian Church in Tulsa about the possible gift of 
their 1924 chimes to our congregation.  It was a year and a half 
from the hot July day when they began their journey north until 
they rang again on Christmas Eve 2008.  My guess is that the 
volunteer hours number in the thousands—but we may be glad we 
didn’t keep track.   

I hope you will consider inviting a friend to join you as we 
gather to celebrate the gift of music and dedicate the restored 
Deagan Tower Chime System to the glory of our Still-Speaking 
God in this Sunday’s worship.   

A festival service of music is planned that will include not 
only music on the chimes, but organ works composed on bell and 
chime themes, and choral music and congregational hymns that 
celebrate God’s creative gifts of art and music.   

Because the chimes are an outdoor instrument, a portion of our 
worship will take place outdoors, rain or shine, so we encourage 
you to dress for the weather and bring an umbrella if needed.  
(Adjustments will be made if severe weather threatens, but at the 
moment the forecast is hopeful)  We will celebrate and honor all 
those who made the relocation and restoration of the chimes 
possible.  Fellowship hour will be held outdoors, weather 
permitting—with the accompaniment of chimes, of course.   

 

Grace & Peace,   
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Sharing and CaringSharing and CaringSharing and CaringSharing and Caring    

Prayers and ConcernsPrayers and ConcernsPrayers and ConcernsPrayers and Concerns 
• Please contact the church office for further information. 

    
    
    
    
HelpingHelpingHelpingHelping    

• Need a ride to church?  Contact one of our transportation 
volunteers:  Jim & Carolyn Hodgson, Bill Pallett, Mike & 
Martha Miller, or Jeff Keller. 

 

Thank YouThank YouThank YouThank You    
• On behalf of everyone at the Ecumenical Campus ministry 

at Kansas State University, I wanted to thank you for your 
recent contribution of $425.00 to the ministry!  As you 
know, we depend on gifts from our friends who believe in 
the importance of our work with students and our 
involvement in the life of the university.  Your financial 
assistance is valued and will go a long way to support the 
ongoing work at CrossRoads of ECM 
         — David Jones, Campus Pastor 

• Thanks, too, for sharing Judith Uhrmeister with us during 
her recent visit to the Kansas-Oklahoma Conference.  She 
is a delight!  Our students enjoyed having her join them for 
a progressive dinner party, and I appreciated her attending 
my leadership studies class.  Thanks for hosting her visit to 
Manhattan.           — David Jones 
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• Thank you to the congregation for thinking of and praying 
for my family when my grandfather Bernie recently passed 
away.  Your support was greatly appreciated. 
              —Amanda Tross 

    
EEEE----MAIL PRAYER CHAINMAIL PRAYER CHAINMAIL PRAYER CHAINMAIL PRAYER CHAIN    
If you wish to be added to the First 
Congregational e-mail prayer chain, please 
contact office@uccmanhattan.org 

    
    
Eat Out and Help Shepherd’s CrossingEat Out and Help Shepherd’s CrossingEat Out and Help Shepherd’s CrossingEat Out and Help Shepherd’s Crossing    
    

          Eat at Sirloin Stockade on the third 

          Tuesday each month.  Sirloin   

          Stockade will donate a generous   

          part of your cost to Shepherd’s   

          Crossing to assist families with rent, 

          utilities or prescription medication.  

Give this coupon and your receipt to the cashier at Sirloin 

Stockade on a third Tuesday any time after 11:00 A.M. 
    

    
    
Association Spring Meeting Association Spring Meeting Association Spring Meeting Association Spring Meeting     
Due to the snow and ice in March, the North 
Central Association Spring Meeting was 
postponed to this Saturday, April 18, at White 
Memorial Camp.  Registration opens at 9:30 
A.M., and the meeting begins at 10:00.   
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New MembersNew MembersNew MembersNew Members Received March 29 Received March 29 Received March 29 Received March 29    
Alan and Sue Gerth have lived 
in Manhattan since 1979 when 
Alan was stationed at Ft Riley.  
They have four children and one 
grandchild.  Alan is a civil 
engineer with the Corps of 
Engineers at Ft Riley.  His 
hobbies include reading, 
woodworking, and leatherworking.  Sue is an engineering 
instructor at KSU and is retired from the US Army Reserve.  Her 
hobbies are scrapbooking, sewing, and quilting. 
 
Dale and Anne Stearns moved 
to Manhattan in 2008.  For 30 
years, they worked and lived in 
rural Ohio, rearing a daughter 
and two sons and populating 
their “minifarm” with an 
assortment of dogs, cats, sheep 
and chickens.  Although each 
taught brief stints at high 
schools, Dale worked most of his career at Terra State Community 
College as a student services administrator, while Anne used her 
Biology degree in fields related to education and water quality.  
Dale's decision to retire came just in time for their sons Jared and 
Lucas to “leave the nest” for New York and Phoenix and to 
welcome their first grandchild into the world.  Graham was born to 
their daughter, Emily Stearns Brueseke and her husband Matthew 
Brueseke, who both work at K-State.  Thinking it wise to make 
employment a “family affair,” Dale and Anne decided to look for 
jobs at the university too.  Anne works in the Planning and 
Analysis office at K-State and enjoys helping people with their 
data requests while Dale is pursuing a new, semi-retirement life as 
a “food taster” at the University's Sensory Analysis Center.  In 
their free time, gardening, hiking, camping and bicycling are their 
favorite hobbies, although Dale ranks cooking “right up there.”    
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God is still speaking…God is still speaking…God is still speaking…God is still speaking…    
A reflection by Martin B. Copenhaver 
Senior Pastor of Wellesley Congregational Church,  
United Church of Christ, Wellesley, Massachusetts 
 

Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows 

no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is 

right is acceptable to him.  You know the message he sent to the people 
of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all.  That 

message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism 

that John announced:  how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing 

all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.  We are 

witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.  They put him 
to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day 

and allowed him to appear, not to all people but to us who were chosen 
by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from 

the dead.  He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he 

is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead.  All the 
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard 

the word.  The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were 

astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even to the 

Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God.  
Then Peter said, “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these 

people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?”  So he 

ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.  Then they 
invited him to stay for several days. (Acts 10:34-48) 
 

Revelation may occur in a flash, but it can take time for the 
full implications to be understood.  In Jesus’ day there was a great 
enmity between Jews and Gentiles.  Not only was it forbidden to 
eat with the Gentiles, if a Gentile were to walk into the kitchen of a 
Jewish household while a meal was being prepared, the entire meal 
would have been thrown out because it was believed to have been 
made unclean by the Gentile’s presence.  But Jesus surprised and 
confounded his contemporaries by sharing meals, sharing his life, 
with Gentiles. 
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Nevertheless, Jesus’ revelation of God’s radical welcome to 
all people was not immediately understood by his followers.  In the 
earliest days of the church it was assumed that to be a follower of 
Jesus one must be a Jew.  There was not yet any sense that Jesus’ 
teachings, his life, his death and resurrection were for anyone but 
Jews. 

Then one night Peter had a startling dream featuring a large 
sheet coming down from heaven, laid out like a table cloth, with 
every manner of animal that a Jew was forbidden to eat.  He heard 
a voice saying, “Get up, Peter, kill and eat.”  Peter probably 
thought that this voice was posing some kind of spiritual test, and 
he was sure he had the right answer:  “By no means, Lord; I have 
never eaten anything profane or unclean.”  The voice said to him, 
in a kind of rebuke, “What God has made clean, you must not call 
profane.” 

Peter could not conceive of something so inconceivable, nor 
could he accept anything so clearly unacceptable.  While he was 
still pondering these things, however, there was a knock at his 
door.  There he met three messengers who asked him to visit the 
home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer who, though he was a 
Gentile, was known as an “upright and God-fearing man.”  It 
seems that Cornelius had also been having strange dreams, and in 
one he had been told to send for Peter. 

When Peter was ushered into Cornelius’ house he was startled 
to see all of Cornelius’ relatives and many of his friends gathered 
there, a sea of Gentile faces, all eyes on Peter, eager to meet this 
visitor and the God he worships. 

Peter said, “You know, of course, that it is unlawful for me as 
a Jew, to associate with or to visit a Gentile; but God has shown 
me that I should not call anyone profane or unclean.”  The 
meaning of Peter’s vision had become clear.  It is not merely that 
there is no food that is to be declared unclean, but—a much more 
far-reaching revelation—no person should be understood as 
unclean.  God’s embrace is wider than our own.  The welcome of 
Jesus extends further than we usually allow. 
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Given what Peter believed about the relationship between 
Jews and Gentiles, it would have been startling if he had said, “I 
truly understand that God does not want us to accept one another.”  
It would have been revolutionary if he had said, “I truly understand 
that God wants us to be in relationship with one another.”  But 
Peter says more than any of those things, and more than all of that 
combined.  Peter says, in essence, “No one is in and no one is out.  
We are the same in God’s sight.” 

That story is such a pivotal one, not merely because it traces 
an important moment in the history of the church, but also because 
it reminds us that history continues.  God is still showing us things 
we would not have seen on out own.  God is still extending a wider 
welcome than we would be inclined to give.  We are still trying to 
penetrate the significance of the scriptural witness that Jesus Christ 
is Lord of all. 

 

 

Cinema & SoulCinema & SoulCinema & SoulCinema & Soul        
Reel Theology & Contemporary IssuesReel Theology & Contemporary IssuesReel Theology & Contemporary IssuesReel Theology & Contemporary Issues    

Presents: Thunderheart 
Tuesday, April 28, at 6:30 P.M.  

at First Congregational United Church of Christ  

A thoughtful action film about the early 1970s FBI invasion of the 
Pine Ridge Native American Reservation in South Dakota.  This 
fictionalized version of elements of that event well presents what 
has become the primary point of view of the incident by Native 
Americans.  Stars Val Kilmer and Sam Shepard; filmed in South 
Dakota with a marvelous sense of place. MPAA: Rated R.  1992.  
119 minutes. 

Join us for popcorn and a movie Join us for popcorn and a movie Join us for popcorn and a movie Join us for popcorn and a movie worth thinking aboutworth thinking aboutworth thinking aboutworth thinking about!!!!    
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Third Annual Pride Prom is May 2Third Annual Pride Prom is May 2Third Annual Pride Prom is May 2Third Annual Pride Prom is May 2    
The 2009 Flint Hills Pride Prom is Saturday, May 2, 2009 at Union 
Station in the K-State Student Union.  The dance beings at 8:00 
P.M  The purpose of the pride prom is to model for our young 
people the society that we would like to see.  It is a society where 
young and old, allies or LGBTQI can communicate, socialize, eat, 
dance and have fun without the homophobic atmosphere of the 
general society.  If the past two years are any indication, this vision 
is an attainable one—at least on a small, one-night scale! 

Several GSAs from around the state are expected to attend along 
with the local Manhattan High School Gay Straight Alliance 
members.  Gamma Rho Lambda (GRL), the progressive sorority 
on campus, is considering the prom their “Spring Formal.”  

To ensure a safe space, the event is by invitation only.  High 
school students are invited at no cost; college students and adults 
will pay a $5 fee for an invitation.  The invitation must be 
presented at check-in.  Invitations are available from various 
sources, or you can contact Jo at 537-9084. 

This year’s prom includes a professional DJ and Prom T-Shirts are 
available.  T-shirts are union-made, and our vendor (NZone) is a 
local business.  The colors for this year’s prom are ruby and silver 
in honor of the 40th anniversary of the Stonewall Riots.  The T-
shirts are in red and black with silver lettering.  To reserve a T-
shirt, please contact Jo Foy or tell the person from whom you 
purchase an invitation.  Sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2XL, and 3XL.  The 
prices are S-XL $10, 2XL $12 and 3XL $15. 

If you are not able to attend, please consider donating to this event.  
We appreciate the contributions of First Congregational UCC and 
Flint Hills Human Rights Project to this year’s prom.  The 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Manhattan will host the 
overnight accommodations for students and their advisors or 
parents.  You can donate your time as well, as many volunteers are 
needed.  Our official sponsor this year is ACTION, the student 
group of the Committee for Non-Violence and the Safezone 
project.  Our underwriter is Flint Hills PFLAG. 
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Saturday, May 2Saturday, May 2Saturday, May 2Saturday, May 2ndndndnd    
 

Getting to Know Getting to Know Getting to Know Getting to Know     

Your KYour KYour KYour K----O Conference!O Conference!O Conference!O Conference!    
 

A time to relate to folks from other UCC churches in 

Kansas and Oklahoma 

 

Come share a few hours of learning and making Come share a few hours of learning and making Come share a few hours of learning and making Come share a few hours of learning and making 

friends at the office headquarters of friends at the office headquarters of friends at the office headquarters of friends at the office headquarters of     

the Kansasthe Kansasthe Kansasthe Kansas----OOOOklahoma Conferenceklahoma Conferenceklahoma Conferenceklahoma Conference    

 of the United Church of Christ  of the United Church of Christ  of the United Church of Christ  of the United Church of Christ     

in Wichita, Kansas.in Wichita, Kansas.in Wichita, Kansas.in Wichita, Kansas.    

 

You can join brief information sessions on topics like: the 

conference youth program, conference finances, 

conference women’s fellowship, and White Memorial 

Camp, our conference camp.  We will share a picnic lunch 

(bring a dish to share) and have an option to volunteer an 

hour or two on a service project to improve the grounds 

and facilities.    

 

This will be a fun, inspiring, educational day together.  To 

sign up, call (800) 880-6466 or (316) 686-4331; or for more 

information, call Kathy McCallie, president of the 

conference council at the Open Arms church office at: 

(405) 525-9555. 

 

What is a UCC?What is a UCC?What is a UCC?What is a UCC?    

    

What is a KWhat is a KWhat is a KWhat is a K----O Conference?O Conference?O Conference?O Conference?    
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Japanese StorytimeJapanese StorytimeJapanese StorytimeJapanese Storytime               — Hikaru Peterson    
You may have 
wondered what goes 
on during “Storytime” 
in the church calendar.  
Thanks to your 
support, the Japanese 
Storytime has been 
meeting most Fridays 
for nearly two years 
now with about 9 
families (including 20 
children) in regular 

attendance.  In addition to standard book reading in Japanese, we 
offer cultural experience for our children.  We’ll be practicing folk 
dancing for the Japan Festival at K-State Union on April 25

th 

(Saturday),which is free to the public, and you’re most certainly 
invited! 
 
 
 

Christian EducatChristian EducatChristian EducatChristian Educationionionion    

““““Handle with CareHandle with CareHandle with CareHandle with Care”  ”  ”  ”  ————        2009 Camping 2009 Camping 2009 Camping 2009 Camping     
Register now for summer camp at White Memorial Camp.  
Remember that if camps do not have enough people registered, 
they may be cancelled, so don’t delay.  Camp registration forms 
are available on the table outside the church office.   

May 1-3   Mother-Daughter Weekend 
June 1-5   Senior High Camp (Grades 9-12) 
June 8-12   Junior Camp (Grades 4-6) 
June 15-19  Junior High Camp (Grades 7-8) 
June 26-27  Family Camp (Grades K-3) 
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Youth CornerYouth CornerYouth CornerYouth Corner    

Progressive Dinner  The Progressive Dinner was once more a 
great success!  Eleven youth attended on a snowy evening.  Special 
thanks to Ann and Dave Smit, Mike and Martha Miller, and Jim 
and Marilynn Mock for hosting. 

Easter Egg Hunt  The youth filled and hid the eggs for the 
Easter egg hunt after church.  Thanks for doing such a great job! 

Fishing with Leo  Leo Schell has taken some of the youth 
fishing, and there was a great article in the paper about one of their 
fishing experiences.  Thanks, Leo for taking time to spend with the 
kids and passing on a wonderful sport. 
 

Coming youth events: 

April 19  Sunday 
 7:00 P.M. Bowling at the K-State Union 

April 26  Sunday 
 During Worship Camp White Sunday 
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Worship & Church VolunteersWorship & Church VolunteersWorship & Church VolunteersWorship & Church Volunteers    

April 19, 2009April 19, 2009April 19, 2009April 19, 2009                                                
    

Flowers ..................... Jim & Marian Fuller 
Greeters .................... Jenny Clark, Marla Bugbee 
Scripture Reader ..... Victor Force 
Word for Children ..Martha Miller 
Fellowship Hour ...... The Board of Deacons 
Lawn Mowing .......... Jim Hodgson (through April 25) 

April 26, 2009April 26, 2009April 26, 2009April 26, 2009                                                
    

Flowers ..................... Jenny Clark 
Greeters .................... Susan Gerth, Volunteer Needed 
Scripture Reader ..... Bill Pugh 
Word for Children .. Atina Hanna 
Fellowship Hour ......Volunteer Needed 
Lawn Mowing .......... Dave Smit (through May 2) 

May 3, 2009May 3, 2009May 3, 2009May 3, 2009                                                
    

Flowers .....................Volunteer Needed 
Greeters .................... Jenny Clark, Volunteer Needed 
Scripture Reader ..... Sean Weston 
Word for Children .. Gretchen Lewis 
Fellowship Hour ...... Brent Maner, Marsha Tannehill 
Lawn Mowing .......... Victor Force (through May 9) 
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The The The The Second HelpingSecond HelpingSecond HelpingSecond Helping    
The Second Helping is a local mission of First 

Congregational UCC.  It serves a hot meal every 

Sunday evening and provides sack breakfast and 

lunch items to each guest.  To volunteer, contact 

Mandy Strawn at 537-7006. 

April 19, 2009April 19, 2009April 19, 2009April 19, 2009                                                

Chief Cook ............... Ann Smit    
Volunteers ................ Ann Gleason, KSU Campus Ministry 

Caren Knicklebine 
Dessert ......................Marian Fuller 

April 26, 2009April 26, 2009April 26, 2009April 26, 2009                                                

Chief Cook ............... Jeff Keller    
Volunteers ................ ESA Sorority 
Dessert ...................... Ann Smit 

May 3, 2009May 3, 2009May 3, 2009May 3, 2009                                                

Chief Cook ............... Steve Staker    
Volunteers ................ Ann Gleason, Manhattan Mennonite Church 

Dessert ......................Volunteer Needed 
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Community NewsCommunity NewsCommunity NewsCommunity News    

Empty Bowls Project  Empty Bowls Project  Empty Bowls Project  Empty Bowls Project  Buy a Bowl for Hunger 
Buy a bowl at The Palace in Aggieville and then bring the empty 
bowl to Texas Star on April 21 from 6:00 to 8:00 P.M. for a 
delicious bowl of free soup!  One Hundred percent of bowl sales 
benefits local hunger fighting organizations.  For further 
information please contact the K-State Women’s Center 532-6444 
or visit their website at www.k-state.edu/womenscenter. 

Caregiver WorkshopCaregiver WorkshopCaregiver WorkshopCaregiver Workshopssss        April 30, May 21, June 11 

9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.  The Area Agency on Aging is sponsoring 
a series of workshops this spring for caregivers.  Each workshop 
will feature speakers discussing the proper ways to assist loved 
ones when moving about the home, legal issues such as living wills 
and durable power of attorney, effective caregiving from a 
distance, understanding how depression affects seniors and how to 
help them, and maintaining good health through nutrition and 
medication management.  Massage therapists will also be on hand 
to help caregivers relieve stress. 

EliEliEliElissssabeth of Berlinabeth of Berlinabeth of Berlinabeth of Berlin        
On April 27, at 7:00 P.M. you can view the film Elisabeth of 
Berlin at the Manhattan Public Library sponsored by the Micah 
Society.  The film is set in Germany during the Second World War 
and tells the story of Elisabeth as she seeks to help Jews in her 
community in the face of the Holocaust.  The producer of the film 
will be present to discuss the film after the screening.  All are 
welcome to attend the film and discussion.  This film is slated for 
broadcast on PBS in the fall.     
 

 

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 

700 Poyntz Avenue700 Poyntz Avenue700 Poyntz Avenue700 Poyntz Avenue    
Manhattan, KS 66502Manhattan, KS 66502Manhattan, KS 66502Manhattan, KS 66502    
(785) 537-7006 
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