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Thursday Evening Taizé at 7:00 P.M. www.uccmanhattan.org  

 

It’s in the It’s in the It’s in the It’s in the AAAAiriririr    
No, not just smoke and tree pollen, though I am acutely aware 

of that.  What I meant was the change that spring brings.  I was 
gone for a couple of days last week, and in that time the peonies 
grew about a foot and the grass nearly as much.  The new leaves 
emerging on the trees seem impossibly bright and fresh and perfect 
in contrast to the tattered ones raked up months earlier.  The smells 
change each day, it seems, depending of the weather and what is 
coming into bloom.  Change is in the air.   

The changes of spring come in calendar form as well.  The 
Senior High Class can tell me without a moment’s hesitation how 
many days of school are left.  With all of the end of school projects 
and programs and parties, scheduling anything becomes an 
exercise akin to navigating without a map.  So far this week I have 
only double booked myself once, which probably means I’m not 
all that busy compared to you.  [continued on page 2] 

 

����    ����    ����    ����     Inside this Newsletter          Inside this Newsletter          Inside this Newsletter          Inside this Newsletter                     
Sharing & Caring ..........................3 
Tower Chime Celebration..........4-5 
News & Events ..........................6-7 

Camp White.................................. 8 
Volunteer Schedules................ 9-10 
Community News....................... 11 

 Page  2 

The busyness that seems to be the mantra and curse of our 
times ramps up in the month of May.  So I’ll pass along a bit of 
spiritual refreshment.  You can find it through Minnesota Public 
Radio and the Westminster Town Hall Forum.  The program 
features one of my favorite preachers, Barbara Brown Taylor, and 
her talk is about a half hour long, followed by some Q& A time.  
Go to minnesota.publicradio.org/display/web/2009/03/05/midday2/ 
- 2009-03-04  You will be rewarded with some thoughtful and 
thought provoking words.   

Around the church, the usual end of spring, beginning of 
summer things are in the air.  Sunday School classes are in their 
final states, meeting May 17 for the last time until August.  The 
four young members in the confirmation class are preparing their 
final projects.  The Rite of Confirmation is tentatively planned for 
the May 17 worship service, if schedules align, of course.   

We celebrated Camp White Sunday this past week with a 
special song (you had to be there) and some great history from 
Burke Bayer.  Check out the camping opportunities that lie just 40 
minutes down the road.  (See page 8).  Contact the camp if you are 
interested in volunteering.   

A First Congregational Victory Garden is developing in the 
vacant lot on Humbodt Street.  If you are interested in a plot for 
vegetables or flowers, contact Victor Force.   

If you are wondering what his phone number is, the 2009 
Directory of Members and Friends has been published and is 
available in the office entryway.  If you are not able to pick up a 
copy at the church, call the office and we will mail you a copy.   

I’ve been asked about our annual outdoor worship and 
blessing of the animals.  Right now, all I can say is stay tuned.  It’s 
not forgotten, but as you know our usual venue is not available this 
year.  But one way or another, it will happen.  It’s in the air.  
Somewhere.  Let me check my calendar.   

Grace & Peace,   
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Sharing and CaringSharing and CaringSharing and CaringSharing and Caring    

Prayers and ConcernsPrayers and ConcernsPrayers and ConcernsPrayers and Concerns 
Please contact the church office for further information. 

    

    

    

    

    

HelpingHelpingHelpingHelping    
• Need a ride to church?  Contact one of our transportation 

volunteers:  Jim & Carolyn Hodgson, Bill Pallett, Mike & 
Martha Miller, or Jeff Keller. 

Thank YouThank YouThank YouThank You    
• We wanted to say thank you to all who have been so 

gracious with gifts and help for the twins.  It has been so 
much fun being able to share them with all of you.  I do 
regret that I have not gotten individual thank you cards out 
but please know you’re appreciated.  Our closet was empty, 
our belongings were few but that's all changed now, thanks 

to you!            — The Seiberts 

• One Great Hour of Sharing offerings totaled $1,721.54. 
Thank you, First Congregational UCC!   
                                — The Board of Mission & Outreach 

 

EEEE----MAIL PRAYER CHAINMAIL PRAYER CHAINMAIL PRAYER CHAINMAIL PRAYER CHAIN    
If you wish to be added to the First 
Congregational e-mail prayer chain, please 
contact marianfuller@gmail.com.   
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Tower Chimes Dedication 

Sunday, April 19 

 

 
When in our music 

God is glorified… 

The choir, organ, 

congregation, and 

handbells join 

forces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Music does the talking—

music for organ, handbells, 

organ chimes, and tower 

chimes combined!   

 

 

 

 

 

 
The weather 

cooperated!  The 

congregation 

gathers outside for 

the litany of 

dedication.   
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Special thanks are 

extended to Sean 

Weston and Bill 

Pugh by Jim 

Mock, member of 

the Board of 

Deacons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Martha Miller shares 

a musical “Word for 

Children” about the 

music of all creation   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photos are courtesy of Jim Ahrens.  Thank you, Jim.   
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Third Annual Pride Prom is May 2Third Annual Pride Prom is May 2Third Annual Pride Prom is May 2Third Annual Pride Prom is May 2    
The 2009 Flint Hills Pride Prom is Saturday, May 2 at Union 

Station in the K-State Student Union.  The dance beings at 8:00 
P.M.  To ensure a safe space, the event is by invitation only.  High 
school students are invited at no cost; college students and adults 
will pay a $5 fee for an invitation.  The invitation must be 
presented at check-in.  Invitations are available from various 
sources.  At First Congregational you can contact Jan Lange.  This 
year’s prom includes a professional DJ, and prom T-Shirts are 
available.  The prom’s official sponsor this year is ACTION, the 
student group of the Committee for Non-Violence and the 
Safezone project.  Our underwriter is Flint Hills PFLAG.  The 
event is also supported by First Congregational UCC, Flint Hills 
Human Rights Project, and the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
of Manhattan.  

Saturday, May 2
nd
 

 

Getting to Know  

Your K-O Conference! 
 

Come share a few hours of learning and making friends at the 

office headquarters of  

the Kansas-Oklahoma Conference 

 of the United Church of Christ  

in Wichita, Kansas. 
 

This will be a fun, inspiring, educational day together.  To sign up, 
call (800) 880-6466 or (316) 686-4331; or for more information, 
call Kathy McCallie, president of the conference council at the 

Open Arms church office at: (405) 525-9555. 
 

The next meeting of the K-O Conference Council is 

Saturday, May 9, at 9:30 A.M. in Wichita.   
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Christian EducationChristian EducationChristian EducationChristian Education    

Our Whole Lives  Our Whole Lives  Our Whole Lives  Our Whole Lives  Parents can expect some information 

in the mail on the Our Whole Lives curriculum to be taught in 
Sunday School.  Parents, please contact Grizelda MacDonald to 
decide on a date and time to discuss this new set of courses. 

Last Day of Sunday School  Last Day of Sunday School  Last Day of Sunday School  Last Day of Sunday School  The final day for 
Spring classes is May 17.  Please plan to join us as we wrap up 
another year.  Classes will resume in the second half of August.  
Watch for news of summer opportunities.  Speaking of summer 
activities, check out the camp schedule on page 8 of this 
newsletter, and make Camp White a part of your summer plans.   

 

Youth CornerYouth CornerYouth CornerYouth Corner    

May Youth EventsMay Youth EventsMay Youth EventsMay Youth Events    

May 3  7:00 P.M.  Movie at the church 

May 10 7:00 P.M.  Party for Eli at the church 

May 17 6:00 P.M.  Cookout at the Weston’s  

 

Women of the ChurchWomen of the ChurchWomen of the ChurchWomen of the Church    

Lunch Bunch May 6  Lunch Bunch May 6  Lunch Bunch May 6  Lunch Bunch May 6   Please 
join Women of the Church for Lunch 
Bunch at 11:30 A.M. on Wednesday, 
May 6, at Los Potrillos 420 Tuttle 
Creek Boulevard.  It’s not just for 
women—everybody’s invited! 
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Handle with CareHandle with CareHandle with CareHandle with Care    
2009 2009 2009 2009 Camping Season Camping Season Camping Season Camping Season at at at at 

White Memorial CampWhite Memorial CampWhite Memorial CampWhite Memorial Camp    

The 2009 curriculum Handle 

with Care educates campers 
about environmental 
stewardship and explores 
putting green practices into 
place.   

Register now for summer camp 
at White Memorial Camp and 

help make the camp even “greener.”  Remember that if camps do 
not have enough people registered, they may be cancelled, so don’t 
delay.  Camp registration forms (updated with two additional 
camping opportunities) are available on the table outside the 
church office.   

Camp scholarships are available through the Fenton Lay 
Education Fund of First Congregational UCC, Manhattan.  These 
scholarships will pay one half of the camping fee for a camper.  
Complete your forms, include a check for your half, turn it in to 
the church office, and we will take it from there.  But please--don’t 
delay until the last minute!   

May 1-3   Mother-Daughter Weekend 
June 1-5   Senior High Camp (Grades 9-12) 
June 8-12   Junior Camp (Grades 4-6) 
June 15-19  Junior High Camp (Grades 7-8) 
June 26-27  Family Camp (Grades K-3) 
July 13-17  Wild Water Camp (Ages 7-18)  NEW! 

August 3-7  Last Blast Camp (Ages 7-18)  NEW! 
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Worship & Church VolunteersWorship & Church VolunteersWorship & Church VolunteersWorship & Church Volunteers    

May 3, 2009May 3, 2009May 3, 2009May 3, 2009                                                
    

Flowers ......................Volunteer Needed 

Greeters.....................Jenny Clark, Volunteer Needed 
Scripture Reader ......Sean Weston 
Word for Children ...Gretchen Lewis 
Fellowship Hour .......Brent Maner, Marsha Tannehill 
Lawn Mowing...........Victor Force (through May 9) 

May 10, 2009May 10, 2009May 10, 2009May 10, 2009                                                
    

Flowers ......................Helen Toburen 

Greeters.....................Volunteers Needed 
Scripture Reader ......Volunteer Needed 
Word for Children ...Jean Hill 

Fellowship Hour .......Volunteer Needed 
Lawn Mowing...........Brent Maner (through May 16) 

May 17, 2009May 17, 2009May 17, 2009May 17, 2009                                                
    

Flowers ......................Mary Ellen Barkley 

Greeters.....................Volunteers Needed 
Scripture Reader ......Volunteer Needed 
Word for Children ...Chantel Vogel 

Fellowship Hour .......Volunteer Needed 
Lawn Mowing...........Mike Miller (through May 23) 

May 24, 2009May 24, 2009May 24, 2009May 24, 2009                                                
    

Flowers ......................Melissa Jones 

Greeters.....................Volunteers Needed 
Scripture Reader ......Volunteer Needed 
Word for Children ...Brent Maner 
Fellowship Hour .......The Weston Family 
Lawn Mowing...........Sue Gerth (through May30) 
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The The The The Second HelpingSecond HelpingSecond HelpingSecond Helping    
The Second Helping is a local mission of First 

Congregational UCC.  It serves a hot meal every 

Sunday evening and provides sack breakfast and 

lunch items to each guest.  To volunteer, contact 

Mandy Strawn at 785-537-7006. 

May 3, 2009May 3, 2009May 3, 2009May 3, 2009                                                

Chief Cook ................Steve Staker    
Volunteers .................Ann Gleason, Manhattan Mennonite Church 

Dessert .......................Volunteer Needed 

May 10, 2009May 10, 2009May 10, 2009May 10, 2009                                                

Chief Cook ................Brent Maner    
Volunteers .................Ann Gleason, Delta Sigma Theta 

Dessert .......................Volunteer Needed 

May 17, 2009May 17, 2009May 17, 2009May 17, 2009                                                

Chief Cook ................Volunteer Needed    
Volunteers .................Ann Gleason 
Dessert .......................Amanda Tross 

May 24, 2009May 24, 2009May 24, 2009May 24, 2009                                                

Chief Cook ................Ann Smit    
Volunteers .................ESA Sorority 
Dessert .......................Ann Smit 
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Community NewsCommunity NewsCommunity NewsCommunity News    

Church History GroupChurch History GroupChurch History GroupChurch History Group 

The Riley County Historical Society and Museum is partnering up 
with St. Thomas More Library and Church Archives to encourage 
and support collection, conservation and preservation of church 
history.  The Historical Society would like to organize a non-
denominational interest group dedicated to an exchange of 
information regarding the collection and preservation of our local 
church history.  The first meeting of the church history interest 
group will be held at St. Thomas More Church 2900 Kimball Ave. 
on Thursday, May 21 from 10:00 A.M. to 12:00 noon. 

Protecting Vulnerable Older Adults from Protecting Vulnerable Older Adults from Protecting Vulnerable Older Adults from Protecting Vulnerable Older Adults from 

Exploitation and Abuse Exploitation and Abuse Exploitation and Abuse Exploitation and Abuse     May 21, 2009 at 8:30 

A.M. at Courtyard by Marriott, 310 Hammons Drive, Junction 
City.  Bessie Walker, an Adult Protective Services Program 
Manager for the Kansas Department of Social Services, and Sonya 
Johnson, an Education and Outreach Coordinator in the Consumer 
Protection and Antitrust Division of the Kansas Attorney General’s 
office, will be presenting a workshop on Protecting Vulnerable 
Older Adults from Exploitation and Abuse.   
Program Highlights 

• Learn about factors contributing to abuse, neglect and 
exploitation of older adults. 

• Understand the Adult Protective Services program for 
elders. 

• Review prevention strategies for elder exploitation 
including ID theft and home repair frauds. 

• Understand methods of operation for criminals perpetrating 
scams. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
9:00 Crisis Center 
         Meeting 

12:00 GS Delegate  
       Meeting, Wichita 

6:00 Storytime 

2 
10:30  Getting to  
        Know Your K-O 
        Conference, 
        Wichita 

3  Easter 4 
  8:30  Choir Rehearsal 
  9:30  Church School 
10:45  Worship  
           Fill the Breadbasket 
12:00  Fellowship Hour 
  5:15  Second Helping 

4 5 6 
11:30 Lunch 
          Bunch 
 
7:00 Board  
        Meetings 

7 
 
 
 
7:00  Taizé 

8 
9:00 Crisis Center 
         Meeting 
 
6:00 Storytime 

9 
9:30  Conference   
      Council, Wichita 

10:00  N.C. Assn. 
         Committee on 
         Ministry 

10  Easter 5 
  8:30  Choir Rehearsal 
  9:30  Church School 
10:45  Worship  
12:00  Fellowship Hour 
  5:15  Second Helping 

11 
 
12:00 Newsletter 
          Deadline 

12 
 
 
6:00 Foster  
        Parent  
        Training 

13 
 
 
7:00 Cabinet  
        Meeting 

14 
 
 
 
7:00  Taizé 

15 
9:00 Crisis Center 
         Meeting 
 
6:00 Storytime 

16 

17  Easter 6 
  8:30  Choir Rehearsal 
  9:30  Church School 
10:45  Worship—Confirmation  
12:00  Fellowship Hour 
  5:15  Second Helping 

18 19 
 
10:00 N.C. Assn. 
          Clergy  
 
7:00 PFLAG 

20 
 
 
6:00 Vitality 
        Team 
 

21 
 
 
 
7:00  Taizé 

22 
9:00 Crisis Center 
         Meeting 

12:00 Newsletter 
          Deadline 

6:00 Storytime 

23 

24  Easter 7 
  9:30  Choir Rehearsal 
10:45  Worship  
12:00  Fellowship Hour 
  5:15  Second Helping 

25 
 
Memorial Day 
Office Closed 
 

26 27 28 
 
 
 
7:00  Taizé 

29 
9:00 Crisis Center 
         Meeting 
 
6:00 Storytime 

30 

31  Pentecost 
  9:30  Choir Rehearsal 
10:45  Worship  
           Strengthen the Church 
12:00  Fellowship Hour 
  5:15  Second Helping 

      

MMMMAYAYAYAY 2009 2009 2009 2009    



May May May May     

Dates to RememberDates to RememberDates to RememberDates to Remember    

 

May 3May 3May 3May 3    Fill the Breadbasket    

May 6May 6May 6May 6 11:30 Lunch Bunch 

 7:00  Board Meetings 

May 11May 11May 11May 11 12:00 Newsletter Deadline 

May 13May 13May 13May 13 7:00 Cabinet Meeting 

May 17May 17May 17May 17 Rite of Confirmation 
 Last Day of Sunday School 

May 19May 19May 19May 19   7:00 PFLAG Meeting    

May 20May 20May 20May 20   6:00 Vitality Team Meeting 

May 22May 22May 22May 22 12:00 Newsletter Deadline 

   (note the early deadline) 

May 25May 25May 25May 25 Memorial Day Holiday 

 Office Closed 

May 31May 31May 31May 31 Pentecost Sunday 
 Strengthen the Church Offering    

May BirthdaysMay BirthdaysMay BirthdaysMay Birthdays    

1 Deven Bauernfeind 

3 Bill Hargrove 

3 Kelly Getty 

4 Sabrina Bowker 

6 Richard Vanderlip 

6 Mandy Strawn 

6 Sina Hanna 

9 Sandy Winter 

9 Rob Lewis 

10 Myron Westgate 

12 Karen Bauernfeind 

16 Eric Garzio 

18 R.C. Jones 

20 Paula Ford 

20 Lauren Sinnott 

23 Sean Weston 

24 Emily Lewis 

24 Christopher Dunnigan 

25 Michaela Hayes 

26 Marla Bugbee 

27 Mary Ray 

May AnniversariesMay AnniversariesMay AnniversariesMay Anniversaries    
4 Amanda & Cameron Tross 

7 Al & Mary Lee Cochran 

7 Colin & Sandy O’Grady 

28 Angela Hubler & Tim Dayton 


