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Happy 500Happy 500Happy 500Happy 500thththth        
Just in from the latest issue of The Christian Century to come 

across my desk:  Do you believe in bringing children up with a 
strict education, in avoiding sumptuous food and unnecessary 
expense, and in the importance of hard work?  If so, you have a 
good chance of being a Calvinist, according to an online quiz 
offered by a Dutch newspaper, which is now available online in 
English and German.  It is one of numerous projects in the 
Netherlands and beyond to mark the 500th anniversary of the July 
10 birth of Protestant leader John Calvin.  The last quiz question 
raises a typically Calvinist issue:  It asks whether the time used in 
taking the test could have been spent more usefully doing 
something else.   

Last year while visiting our partner churches in Baden, 
Germany, our hosts took us on a private tour of the Melanchton 
Haus in Bretten.  It is a museum dedicated to Phillip Melanchton in 
particular, and to the whole Protestant  [continued on page 2] 
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Reformation in general.  One large room is a sort of chapel, lined 
with life-size statues of prominent reformers of the church.  Not 
surprisingly, that of John Calvin was the most foreboding of the 
lot—long skinny beard, unflattering hat, and look that made you 
feel you had already done something wrong before breakfast.   

Poor John Calvin does have a rough go of it sometimes—
seemingly remembered more for his stern demeanor than anything 
else—well except maybe predestination and a real talent for 
making people feel guilty.  That may be why the copy in an 
advertisement made me chuckle—“Don’t miss the event of the 
half-Millennium!” read the copy announcing a 500th birthday party 
for good old John.  What would he think?  Surely a joyous birthday 
dinner celebration at a lovely conference center is an unnecessary 
excess even if it is combined with lectures and worship.  

Well, despite his enduring grumpiness, I don’t think he would 
question a beautiful venue at all.  Born in France, he lived and 
worked in Geneva—a place of exquisite beauty.  His home had a 
view of Mount Blanc and countless other Alpine peaks that tower 
over the lake.  He believed one should look upon God’s creation as 
a revelation of God’s truth, goodness, and beauty.   

Calvin was a man of progressive ideas—like the radical notion 
that everyone was equal before God, and that all faithful honest 
work is of equal value.  He believed the craftsmanship of the 
mason to be of equal value to the state craft of a prince.  He 
believed the rich had a responsibility to care for the less fortunate, 
and that governments existed for the wellbeing of the people (not 
the other way around).  In the 16th century, his rejection of the 
divine right of kings was a radical position.   

The United Church of Christ is one of the hundreds of 
descendents of the reformed tradition, so perhaps it would not be 
inappropriate to lift a pint of grog to salute old John this summer.  
But do remember that he did convince the city fathers of Geneva to 
pass a law requiring bar patrons to say grace before having a drink.   

For this which we are about to receive…  

Grace & Peace,   
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Sharing and CaringSharing and CaringSharing and CaringSharing and Caring    

Prayers and ConcernsPrayers and ConcernsPrayers and ConcernsPrayers and Concerns 
Please call the church office for further information 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

HelpingHelpingHelpingHelping    
• Need a ride to church?  Contact one of our transportation 

volunteers:  Jim & Carolyn Hodgson, Bill Pallett, Mike & 
Martha Miller, or Jeff Keller. 

    
    
EEEE----MAIL PRAYER CHAINMAIL PRAYER CHAINMAIL PRAYER CHAINMAIL PRAYER CHAIN    
If you wish to be added to the First 
Congregational e-mail prayer chain, please 
contact marianfuller@gmail.com.   
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Thank YouThank YouThank YouThank You    
• Thank you for your $100 gift to the United Church of 

Christ Coalition for Lesbian Gay Bisexual and Transgender 
Concerns.  We are grateful for your support and help.  God 
Bless you.  Peace, 
    — Rev. Marguerite Voelkel, Stewardship UCC Coalition 

• On behalf of the clinic staff, volunteers and the Board of 
Directors, I would like to thank you for your donation to 
the Flint Hills Community Clinic.  With the continued 
support of churches and organizations like you, the clinic 
has provided free health care to many area residents.  
Please know that it is through the community’s support that 
our volunteers remain encouraged and inspired to continue 
serving those in our area who are without health insurance.  
   Meghan Finnegan, Administrative Coordinator 

• Thanks to Donna Keyser, Barbara Withee, Margery Bayer, 
Virginia Bigbee, Judy Ahrens, Joy Schell, Melissa Jones, 
Martha Miller and Judy Willingham for providing cookies 
for the reception after the memorial service for Elnora 
Huyck Young.  Special thanks to Martha, Melissa and 
Mike Miller for the set-up and clean up afterward. 

KudosKudosKudosKudos    
• Congratulations to the Strawn family on the arrival of 

Oscar David Strawn on Friday, May 8, at 5:27 P.M..  He 
was 7 pounds, 8 ounces, and 19 inches long.   

• Congratulations to Ann Gleason on her retirement after 30 
years of service at Kansas State University.   

• Congratulations to Paula Ford for earning her doctorate 
from Kansas State University.  Apologies for omitting 
Paula from the previously published graduates list. 
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Wider Mission OpportunitiesWider Mission OpportunitiesWider Mission OpportunitiesWider Mission Opportunities    

 

Remember!  This Sunday, May 31, is 
Pentecost.  We will be receiving Strengthen 
the Church, a special mission offering that 
helps to grow the UCC as a vibrant 
community of God’s love through support 
of the God is Still Speaking Ministry, Local 
Church Ministries, and our Kansas-
Oklahoma Conference.  Please join us and 
spread the love! 

    

Board of MBoard of MBoard of MBoard of Mission ission ission ission &&&&    OOOOutreachutreachutreachutreach Trip to  Trip to  Trip to  Trip to     

Pine Ridge Pine Ridge Pine Ridge Pine Ridge RRRReeeeservation, Summer 2010servation, Summer 2010servation, Summer 2010servation, Summer 2010        
The Board of Mission and Outreach wishes to organize a week-
long mission trip to the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South 
Dakota during the summer of 2010.  The time there will be divided 
between work and cultural immersion.  The experience will be 
organized by Re-Member, an organization that works to improve 
the quality of life for the Oglala Lakota people on Pine Ridge. You 
can learn more at www.re-member.org.    

We plan to drive a minivan (a 13-hour trip each way).  The cost is 
$350 per person, and we hope to be able to underwrite some of the 
expense.  Accommodations are camp-like, with bunks in dorms 
and common restroom facilities.  If you are at least 13 years old, 
and are interested in being part of this work trip, call Judy 
Willingham at 537-7006.  She will collect names and organize a 
meeting where we can talk more.   
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27272727thththth    General SynodGeneral SynodGeneral SynodGeneral Synod    

of the UCCof the UCCof the UCCof the UCC    
in Grand Rapids, Mich., 
June 26-30, 2009. 
 
"We know that each Synod 
raises the bar of expectation 
a little higher, and our 
experience in Hartford 
certainly has raised our 
anticipations to an all-time 
high," says Associate 
General Minister Edith 
Guffey.  "But people are 
going to find Grand Rapids 
to be the site of one of our 

best General Synods ever. We have already put together an 
incredible cast of accomplished speakers, activists and 
musicians." 

On Satuday, June 27, a day-long public celebration dubbed 
"River City Saturday" will showcase dozens of speakers and 
performances, including many prominent activists, 
journalists, scientists, environmentalists, theologians and 
more. 
The five-day Synod will include daily worship services, 
including a Sunday afternoon gala worship service on June 
28.  Also on June 28, delegates and visitors will participate in 
an intentional Sacred Conversation on Race, in keeping with 
the denomination's race-talk emphasis that first launched in 
April 2008. Service projects will once again be available for 
adults, but this year's Synod will feature an expanded youth-
focused service program. 
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Outdoor Worship, Outdoor Worship, Outdoor Worship, Outdoor Worship, 

Blessing of the Animals, Blessing of the Animals, Blessing of the Animals, Blessing of the Animals, 

& Picnic & Picnic & Picnic & Picnic     ––––        June 14June 14June 14June 14  
Our annual celebration of God’s 
creation has a new venue this year—
Long’s Park at 17th and Yuma 
Streets.  The Board of Deacons has 
reserved the shelter and is planning 

another great celebration—Worship at 10:45, bring your pets, and 
plan to stay for a potluck picnic.  Chef Jeff (Keller) will be grilling, 
including vegetarian options and you are invited to bring food to 
share.  

Interested in bringing a vegetarian dish?  Linda Richter would 
be glad to help you with recipe ideas.  All foods are welcome at the 
potluck, but you can help vegetarians and those with diet 
restrictions by putting a label on that casserole to let us all know 
what’s in it.   

 

Fishing at Camp White  Fishing at Camp White  Fishing at Camp White  Fishing at Camp White  
Sara Shaw, the new director of Camp 
White wants to start a fishing 
program at the camp.  Through 
Tracey Weston, Leo Schell has been 
recruited to gather the necessary 
equipment which will include 15 rods 
and reels, two loaded tackle boxes, 
three minnow buckets and a boxful of 
printed material.  It has all been 
delivered to the camp so that campers 
can now fish the coves—and 
hopefully catch dinner as well. 
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Women of the ChurchWomen of the ChurchWomen of the ChurchWomen of the Church    

Summer Rummage Sale June 12 & 1Summer Rummage Sale June 12 & 1Summer Rummage Sale June 12 & 1Summer Rummage Sale June 12 & 13  3  3  3   
Start sorting now.  The First Congregational 2009 Summer 
Rummage Sale is scheduled for Friday, June 12, 4:00 to 7:00 P.M. 
and Saturday, June 13, 8:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. in Andover Hall 
(the sanctuary basement). 

Sales on Friday will be priced by the item and Sales on Saturday 
will be priced by the bag. 

Rummage will be accepted, starting June 7.  After the worship 
service, we will need help in setting up tables and clothing rods.  
Then the organizing will begin.   

We Need: large paper grocery bags, seasonal clothing in good 
condition, clean useable linens, working household appliances, 
kitchen ware, and decorative items.   

Again this year the Youth Group will be handling sales of large 
items such as furniture in Blachly Hall.  Depending on item and 
time frame, they may be available to help in transporting those 
items to the church.  Tracey Weston, Youth Ministry Coordinator, 
will be organizing those efforts.  She can be contacted at 770-8551. 

Please – NO shoes or books.  They just don’t sell.  Stained and 
damaged items don’t sell either.  Just because it’s called a 
rummage sale doesn’t mean that things that are truly junk will sell. 

Sign up to volunteer.  YOU are needed!  
There are opportunities for volunteers to 
help with organizing and set-up each day 
and evening during the week before the 
sale.  Call Judy Willingham at 537-7006, 
to get your name on the sign-up sheet.  
There will be opportunities to sign-up in 
the Church office as well.  The sheet will 
be posted on the office door. 

Questions?  Call Judy 537-7006 
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Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch BBBBunchunchunchunch June 3June 3June 3June 3        Lunch 
Bunch will meet at Coco Bolo’s in 
Aggieville.  The fun begins at 11:30 A.M.  
All are welcome. 

 
 
 

Just a reminder from the Just a reminder from the Just a reminder from the Just a reminder from the     

church treasurerchurch treasurerchurch treasurerchurch treasurer… 

If you plan on being gone during the 
summer months and are unable to 
attend church, know that you’ll be 
missed.  However, the financial 
obligations of the church don’t stop 
during the summer, so please make every effort to get 
your financial pledge to the church (either in person on 
Sunday or by mail).  Have a great summer, and we hope to 
see you in church on Sundays.   
 
Judy Ahrens 
Treasurer 
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

Page  10 
 

Worship & Church VolunteersWorship & Church VolunteersWorship & Church VolunteersWorship & Church Volunteers    

May 31, 2009May 31, 2009May 31, 2009May 31, 2009                                                
    

Flowers ......................Jan Lange 
Greeters.....................Carolyn Hodgson, Marsha Tannehill 
Scripture Reader ......Jerry Reynard 
Word for Children ...Dave Smit 
Fellowship Hour .......Carolyn Hodgson, Marsha Tannehill 
Lawn Mowing...........Don Cannon (through June 6) 

June 7, 2009June 7, 2009June 7, 2009June 7, 2009                                                
    

Flowers ......................Angela Hubler 
Greeters.....................Mary Ellen Barkley, Joy Schell 
Scripture Reader ......Shai Buelow 
Word for Children ...Don Cannon 
Fellowship Hour .......Volunteer Needed 
Lawn Mowing...........Dale Stearns (through June 13) 

June 14, 2009June 14, 2009June 14, 2009June 14, 2009                                                
    

Flowers ......................Marla Bugbee 
Greeters.....................Carolyn Hodgson, Volunteer Needed 
Scripture Reader ......Dale Stearns 
Word for Children ...Martha Miller 
Fellowship Hour .......Potluck Picnic in the Park 
Lawn Mowing...........Dave Smit (through June20) 

June 21, 2009June 21, 2009June 21, 2009June 21, 2009                                                
    

Flowers ......................Dale and Anne Stearns 
Greeters.....................Dale & Anne Stearns,  

Jim & Gretchen Lewis 
Scripture Reader ......Kathryn Mock 
Word for Children ...Jim Ahrens 
Fellowship Hour .......Volunteer Needed 
Lawn Mowing...........Mike Miller (through June27) 
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The The The The SeSeSeSecond Helpingcond Helpingcond Helpingcond Helping    
The Second Helping is a local mission of First 

Congregational UCC.  It serves a hot meal every 

Sunday evening and provides sack breakfast and 

lunch items to each guest.  To volunteer, contact 

Mandy Strawn at 537-7006. 

May 31, 2009May 31, 2009May 31, 2009May 31, 2009                                                

Chief Cook ................Ann Smit    
Volunteers .................Joy Schell, Caren Knicklebine, Ann Gleason 
Dessert .......................Christy Crenshaw 

June 7, 2009   June 7, 2009   June 7, 2009   June 7, 2009                                       

Chief Cook ................Karen Franz    
Volunteers .................Manhattan Mennonite Church 

Dessert .......................Volunteer Needed 

June 14June 14June 14June 14, 2009   , 2009   , 2009   , 2009                                       

Chief Cook ................Gretchen Lewis    
Volunteers .................Ann Gleason, Jim & Marian Fuller 

Dessert .......................Volunteer Needed 

June June June June 21212121, 2009   , 2009   , 2009   , 2009                                       

Chief Cook ................Brent Maner    
Volunteers .................Ann Gleason, Brent Maner’s Crew 

Dessert .......................Volunteer Needed 
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SunSunSunSun    MonMonMonMon    TueTueTueTue    WedWedWedWed    ThuThuThuThu    FriFriFriFri    SatSatSatSat    

  
   

1 2 3 

11:30 Lunch  
         Bunch 
 
7:00 Board  
        Meetings 

4 
 

 

 

7:00  Taizé 

5 
9:00 Crisis Center 
         Meeting 
 

6:00 Storytime 

6 
 

 

 

7  
  
10:45 Worship & Communion 

         Fill the Breadbasket 
12:00 Fellowship Hour 
  5:15 Second Helping 

8 
 

12:00 Newsletter 
          Deadline 

9 
 

10 
 
 

 

 

 

11 
 

 

 

 

7:00  Taizé 

12 
Rummage Sale 
 
9:00 Crisis Center 
         Meeting 
 

6:00 Storytime 

13 
Rummage Sale 
 
10:00 N.C. Assn. 
    Committee on 
    Ministry 
 

 

14 Worship at Long’s Park 
 9:30 Choir (in Sanctuary) 
10:45 Outdoor Worship 

                            Blessing of the Animals    
12:00 Potluck Picnic 
  5:15 Second Helping 

15 16 
10:00 N.C. Assn.  
         Clergy 
 

 

7:00 PFLAG 

17 
 

 

6:00 Vitality  
         Team 

7:30 Cabinet 

18 
 

 

 

7:00  Taizé 

19 
9:00 Crisis Center 
         Meeting 

 

6:00 Storytime 

20 

21 
  
10:45 Worship  
12:00 Fellowship Hour 
  5:15 Second Helping 

22 
 

12:00 Newsletter 
          Deadline 

 

 

23 
 

 

24 25 
 

 

 

7:00  Taizé 

26 
9:00 Crisis Center 
         Meeting 
 

6:00 Storytime 

27 

28 
  
10:45 Worship  
12:00 Fellowship Hour 
  5:15 Second Helping 

 

29 30  
  

 

UCC General Synod 



June 3June 3June 3June 3  Lunch Bunch 

   Board Meetings 

June 7June 7June 7June 7  Fill the Breadbasket 

June 8June 8June 8June 8  Newsletter Deadline 

June 12June 12June 12June 12----13131313    Rummage Sale 

June 14June 14June 14June 14  Worship at Long’s Park 

   Blessing of the Animals 

   Potluck Picnic  

June 16June 16June 16June 16  PFLAG Meeting 

June 17June 17June 17June 17  Vitality Team Meeting 

   Cabinet Meeting 

June 22June 22June 22June 22  Newsletter Deadline 

June 26June 26June 26June 26----30303030 UCC General Synod 

   in Grand Rapids, MI 

1 Richard & Elisabeth Vanderlip 

5 Tim & Sharon Keane 

5 Chuck & Marsha Tannehill 

7 Bernie & Jenny Lee Vaughn 

7 Jim & Marilynn Mock 

13 Jerry & Sharyl Reynard 

16 Joe & Jean Ponte 

18 Kurt & Joanna Nelson 

18 Leo & Joy Schell 

21 Jo Foy & Mary Ray 

22 Jeff & Hikaru Peterson 

23 Charles & Carolyn Thompson 

23 Dale & Anne Stearns 

26 Bill & Jane Eberle 

26 Jim & Marian Fuller 

27 Craig & Tracey Weston 

28 Jim Sherow & Bonnie Lynn-Sherow 

28 Elliot & Shelia Stevens 

1 Lauren Hamer 

3 Jean Weisbrod 

3 Marilynn Mock 

3 Kathryn Mock 

3 Dave Smit 

5 Shai Buelow 

5 Sue Gerth 

6 Jean Hill 

8 Jim Sherow 

10 Reid Jones 

11 Angela Hubler 

13 Evelyn Keller 

13 Brent Maner 

18 Rob Caffey 

19 Susan Allen 

20 Nancy Westgate 

20 Marc Johnson 

20 James Dunnigan Jr. 

21 Keenan Mock 

24 Katie Barkley 

27 Tom Murray 

28 Atina Hanna 

28 Ilene Briggs 

30 Craig Weston 

30 Eleanor Mankin 


